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DEAR PATRONS: 


The last number of the REsEARCHEs received a very general ap- 
prova] as a ‘‘good number’’. 

I hope succeeding issues will secure the same commendation. 

The work of discovering and investigating American Catholic his- 
torical documents is gaining in public favor. 

The endeavors of the REsEARCHEs and the activity of organized 
efforts to promote the publication of some of the records telling of Ca- 
tholic progress in our country have contributed much to this increase of 
favor, 

The RESEARCHEs now closes its tenth year. That it has continued 
so long is evidence of its usefulness. 

There is, however, a large sum of money due to the editor and pub- 
lisher for past subscriptions. If these were sent in a debt would be 
discharged and I would be more encouraged to keep at this historical 
work, ; 

So I trust, Patron, you will at once make the payment now due. 


MARTIN I. J. GRIFFIN, 
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REV. PIERRE HUET DE LA VALINIERE A JESUIT OF QUEBEC 
“A PERFECT REBEL IN HIS HEART” AND A FRIEND OF 
THE AMERICANS DURING THE REVOLUTION, 


> + 





The following Jetters from the Canadian Archives at Ottawa, Canada 
relate toa Jesuit who was accused of and suffered imprisonment and banish- 
ment for alleged favur and support of the cause of the revolting Ameri- 
cans during the Revolution. 

In 1776 he was pastor at Assumption, Canada. 

Tbo Continental Congress early in 1776 sent Benjamin Franklin, Sam- 
uel Chase and Charles Carroll of Carrollton to Canada to secure the alliance 
or neutrality of the Canadians. 

Rev. John Carroll was requested by Congress to accompany the Com- 
missioners. Father Carroll] traveied with Franklin. 

But Bishop Briand of Quebec commanded his clergy not to promote the 
endeavors ot Father Carroll. His fellow Jesuit Father P. R. Floquet was 
charged with disobedience of this command, buton June 15,1776 wrote 
to Bishop Briand that ‘‘one Father Carroll, a Missionary from Maryland, 
having come to Montreal with two members of Congress, presented himself 
to me with a letter from Father Farmer, first Missionary at Philadelphia. 
The Seminary saw this letter which contained nothing objectionable, 
Nevertheless I did not reply to it. Father Carroll did not stay with me and 
only took a meal with me on one occasion. He said Mass in our house 
with the permission of Monsieur Montgolfier. 

I have never said, written or done anything in bebalf of Congress or of 
the United Colonies, nor have I received anything from them except our 
dilapidated house.”’ 

Nevertheless Father Floquet was interdicted, by the Bishop. On 
November 26th 1776 he besought the Bishop ‘‘to remove the interdict 
which my misdoings have brought down on me’’ promising ‘‘in my sphere 
to make others yield to Cesar that which is Cesars and to God that which 
s God’s.”’ 

After Arnold’s treason he reported to the British that Father Floquet 
was, while he was in Canada in command at Montreal, ‘‘a suspected person’! 
and that he was ‘‘a very sensible, shrewd man.” 
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But of the Jesuits in Canada who may have shown any sympathy with 
the American cause Father Valiniere was regarded ‘‘as the most culpable 
and last recovered’’ as Father Montgolfier, Superior of the Jesuits, wrote 
Bishop Briand on August 12th 1776 adding, ‘‘I should like to have him go 
out of the country, he is very volatile, and though of correct life will un- 
doubtedly give some trouble,’’—and he did. 

The Bishop removed him from one place to another. Finally, as he 
would not cease expressing his sympathy for the Americans, he was in 1779 
arrested and sent to England. He was keptina prison-ship eighteen 
months and then released; went to France. returned to Canada; thence to 
San Domingo; came to the United States; thence to Montreal in June,1785. 

But neither the Superior nor the Bishop wished him to remain. 
He came to Father Carroll and was accepted by bim on his letters 
from Bishop Briand. Father Farmer gave him permission to attend the 
Canadians and French in New York city and, in February, 1778, after 
Father Whelan, in consequence of Trustee troubles, had gone to Kentucky, 
Father Valiniere became pastor. Ashe and the Trustees could not agree, 
he left them, came to Philadelphia in April, 1786, called on Fathers Moly- 
neux and Farmer; then he walked to Pittsburg,then proceeded to the Illinois, 
to New Orleans, to Havaua, and back again to the United States, and 
finally in October 1790, to Montreal. He then went to Lake Champlain, 
near Split Rock and built a Chapel and formed a parish on his own authori- 
ty for the Canadian refugees. After three years his people to get rid of 
him burnt the church and house. Returned to Canada and pensioned by 
the Jesuits in the parish of St. Sulpice. He was indeed a wanderer, and his 
troubles arose from his sympathy for the Americans. In 1792, at Albany, 
N. Y., he printed a poem descriptive of the *‘misfortunes and persecutions 
of an excellent but eccentric priest’’—himself. He was killed at Repentiguy 
by falling from a wagon on June 29th, 1806. |For further respecting this 
priest consult De Courcy—Shea’s History, page 455, Ed., 1879; Father Fin- 
notti’s Bibliographia, page 250; U. S.. Catholic Magazine, Vol. VI, page 
146.] 

The following is General Haldimand’s Report te Lord George Germain 


concerning Father Valiniere : 
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Lord George Germain. QUEBEC, 24th Oct., 1779. 
My Lorp: 

Having already the honor of informing your Lordship in my Letter No. 
28. of my intending to send Home Mr. *‘De La Vallinere,’’ Cure of one of 
the parishes below the Town upon the south side of the river, I have ac- 
cordingly delivered him over to Captain Hervey. commanding the Convoy, 
that is to sail from hence the 25th instant, desiring at the same time, he 
may not be allowed to leave the ship until Government gives some instruc- 
tions how he is to be disposed of. 

This Gentleman is a native of France, and was till some time in the 
year 1776 a member of the Seminary of Montreal, under whose patronage 
he enjoyed one of the best cures in the Province near that town. Th- gen- 


tlemen of the Seminary were extremely offended with his behaviour during 
that whole winter, when he proved himself a perfect rebel in his Heart; on 
their complaint the Bishop removed him from his cure to one of less value, 
in the lower part of the Province, he has since quarreled with the Bishop, 
and was once disposed, as I am informed, to sue him in our Courts. 

Fiery, factious and turbulent, no ways deficient in point of wit and 
parts, he was too dangerous at this present crisis to be allowed to remain 
here, & accordingly taking advantage of his disagreements with the Semi- 
nary of Montreal, & with the Bishop he is now with consent of the latter 
sent home, as it rather appears that the blow proceed from his ecclesiastical 
Superiors, any noise or disturbance about here is avoided, and at the same 
time may oblige the Clergy, especially the French part of them, to be careful 
and circumspect, the French alliance with the Colonies in Rebellion has 
certainly operated a great change upon their minds, & it too generally runs 
through the whole body of Canadians. However disagreeable it may be, it 
is improper he should be permitted to return to hisnative country. J think 
he must either be confined, though well treated and sent prisoner at large 


to a remote rart where some inspection may be had over his conduct, 
in short, there cannot be a doubt that while these troubles last, he will seek 
every opportunity of serving France, & of being of Dis-service to the Brit- 
ish interests. I have the honor to be &e., &. 
(signed) FRED HALDIMAN. 
Canadian Archives Haldimand Papers B. 54, Page 225, 

**The fiery, factious and turbulent”’ Jesuit was accordiagly taken across 
the sea and being held uncharged he sent the following appeal to Lord 
George Germaine : 
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M. DE LA VALINIERE TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN. 


[Canadian Archives Series 2, Vol. 16-1, p 319.] 


(Translation by Francis T. Fury, A. M.) 
From SPITHEAD, ON BOARD THE Convoy, Dee. 14th, 1779. 


My Lorp: 

I beg you not to be angry witb your servant. I knowthat you are so 
much occupied as to leave you no time to recall to your memory a poor lit- 
tle subject like myself; yet Iam still detained on board awaiting your or- 
ders, and I have not yet been on shore, which is rather bad on a person of 
my age, especially as I have been very ill with sea sickness. I entreat you 
then to allow me at least to buy a sloop and depart with two men without 
setting foot on land. If this is not agreeable in time of war—for you see I 
take the liberty of reasoning with you and say, either your servant is guilty 
or only under suspicion, or even innocent; if the first, he asks for trial and 
punishment if he deserves it; if the second, your self-interest accords with 
this request; if, finally, it is the third, why retain asa prisoner him who 
does not deserve to beso treated. [ beg you to honor with a reply and a 
assport, if it be possible, him who has tbe honor to be 

Your most Humble aud Obedient Servant 


P. HUET DE LA VALINIERE, Priest, 


Passport, if you please, for at least two of these four with me: Jas, 
Le Gros, John Contance, Clement Coret. Thomas Gaurier. 


RT, JACKSON TO (UNDER, SECRETARY OF STATE?) 


[Canadian Archives. Series Q. Vol. 16-2, p 715.] 
22d December, 1779. 


DEAR SIR: 

1 cannot see any ground for detaining de la Valiniere, unless it be un- 
der the authority of the Act for securing Persons charged with or suspected of 
High Treason committed in the Colonies. 

Icannot advise Ld. Geo. Germain to commit him under that Act, 
unless some charge, or some cause of suspicion of High Treason be first dis- 
tinctly alleged by somebody, however expedient it may be to confine the 
man. Perhaps Capt. Harveyor some on board his fleet may furnish such 
cause of suspicion, but I confess the Governor’s letter does not to me 
impart suspicion of Treason committed, though perhaps a very liberal ex- 
pouuder might construe the Behaviour by which he proved himself a perfect 
Rebel in his Heart to overt act of Treason. 

I know not what the practice under the Act has been, and will make 
some inquiry and will then trouble you with another Letter, but my present 
opinion is that it will be best for the Secretary of State to take no notice of 
la Valiniere, but leave the Capt. to do what his discretion directs him todo. 

The Governor seems to have been ill advised. 

Dear Sir, k ours Sincerely, 
ROBERT JACKSON, 
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LORD HERVEY TO LURD GEORGE GERMAIN. 
[Canadian Archives, Series Q. Vol- 17-1, v, 80.} 
My Lorp: 

On my return from Portsmouth, I found a letter desiring information 
concerning Monsieur Valiniere. the Canadian Prisoner sent home by His 
Excellency, General Haldimand, with me. 

I beg leave to inform your Lordship, that he caught a bad fever when 
on board the Lenox at Cork. He was sent to the Hospital, on his arrival at 
Portsmouth, where he died sooon after. 

I have the Honor to be your Lordship’s 
Humble and obedient Servant, 
HERVEY. 
St. James’ Square, 
Thursday Morning. 
Endorsed ‘*No Date 
Received 17th March 1780.”’ 

This information was not correct for Father Valiniere the ‘‘fiery, fac- 
tious and turbulent”’ was ‘‘not dead yet,” but lived for more than quarter 
of a century after his alleged death at Cork. 





SIR GUY CARLETON REPORTS TO LORD DARTMOUTH THE 
DISTRIBUTION IN FRENCH OF THE ADDRESS OF THE 


CON1INENTAL CONGRESS TO THE INHABITANTS 
OF CANADA. 
[Canadian Archives Series Q Vol. 11 p 129.] 
(No. 9.) QUEBEC, [3th March 1775 


My Lorp: 

Your Lordship’s circular Dispatch of 10th December and that of the 

same Date numbered 14, were received by me some few Days since. 
Nothing very new offers itself at present for your Lordship’s informa- 
tion, several of His Majesty’s natural born subjects continue suggesting in- 
to the minds of the Canadians an abhorence for the Form of Government, 
intended by the Act of last sess ion,ard least they should not sufficiently un- 
derstand the Letter addressed to them by the Continental Congress at Phil- 
adelphia, have been at the Pains to translate, and, not succeeding with the 
Press here, have put themselves to the Expence of sending it to some of the 
factious Printers to the southward, to be printed off; two or three hundred 
copies are actually imported into the Provinces, and, I hope, will grove of 
as little consequence, as all their former efforts; it is needless troubling your 
Lordship with a copy of this Letter, as it has been transcribed, I believe, 

into every American Paper, except the Quebec Gazette. 
: * * * oa * * * * 


I am with much Respect and Esteem, 
Your Lordship’s 
Most Obedient and 


Earl of Dartmouth } Most Humble Servant, 
&e., &e. 


GUY CARLETON. 
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“SUPPOSED DESIGNS OF THE PAPISTS IN MARYLAND” TO 
BRING THE INDIANS TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THE PROT- 


ESTANTS OF VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND IN 1689. 





The following extract from the History of the Church of England in 
the Colonies and Dependencies of the British Empire by James S. M. Ander- 
son, London, 1848, Vol. 11, page 696 shows that alleged intended massacre 
of all the Protestants of this country which was set down for last year had 
its counterpart in Maryland and Virginia over 200 years ago: 

It is a matter of no little interest to observe the feeling which anima- 
ted Virginia during the crisis of the English Revolution. The following 
letter from Colonel Nicholas Spencer,—who had been appointed President 
of the Council by his relative Lord Culpepper, when the latter returned 
home, and who still filled the office of Secretary,—presents a remarkable 
description of it. It is addressed to the Lords of the Privy Council, and is 
as follows :— 

*May it please yr Lordships, 

*The duty incumbent on ye office of Secretary in this Dominion, in 
which I have had the honr for some years to serve, oblidges me to give yr 
Lordships an account of the present state of affaires, and let yr Lordships 
know such occurrencies as have happened here of late (vizt) that the muta- 
tions in England have extended their influences as far as these remoter Do- 
minions; for noe sooner did ye news of the late admired transactions arrive 
here, tho’ but imperfectly noised, and that with little probabilitie of truth, 
but it begun to be in the mouths of the mobile, that there was noe King in 
England, and consequently noe Government here; upon this surmise fol- 
lowed rumors and reports that ye Papists in Maryland, together with those 
amongst us, have machinated to bring great numbers of fforraigne Indians 
to the destruction of the Protestants of both Dominions, and had prefixed a 
certaine time when the blow was to be given :—these tho’ falseand ground- 
less reports raised great fears and jealousies in the minds of ye multitude, 
and soon made them gather together in armes to repel ye supposed designs 
of ye Papists; and soe great a flame was kindled by the blasts of popular 
breath, that if it had not been timely prevented by ye vigilance, care, and 
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prudence of some of ye Councell and others, in the very beginning of it, 
must have unavoidably proved fatall to both Dominions; andtho’ it soon 
appeared those rumors were vaine and idle, and the people in some sort 
quieted, yet others like Hydra’s head sprung up 1n their places, to ye great 
disquiet of this Government, and it was rationally believed that the diffi- 
culties of keeping this Dominion free from tumults, divisions, and depreda- 
tions, would have been insuperable, had not the news of the happy accession 
of the Prince and Princess of Orange tothe Crown of England arrived 
here, with orders from their Majties privy Councell, for proclaiming of the 
given check to unruly spiritts; wech Proclamation was effected at James 
Citty with all possible speed, and with as great solemnity as the shoriness 
of time and the necessity of the present circumstances would admit of; and 
the Proclamations are now goeing forth into all the Counties of this Domin- 
ion, that none may be ignorant of it, and the great cause of their tumults 
(vizt the beliefe that there was noe King in England, and consequently 
noe Government here) may be removed, and peace and tranquility restored 
and established among them, wceh that it may succeed is ye dayly prayer of 
all loyal subjects here and particularly of 
Right Hon’ble 
Yo’r Lordships’ most dutifull 
James Citty, and most obed’t Ser’t 
April 29th, 1689. NicHo SPENCER.’ 





SIR GUY CARLETON, MILITARY COMMANDER IN CANADA, 
TO GENERAL GAGE AT BOSTON CONCERNING THE 
QUEBEC ACT AND ITS EFFECTS IN CANADA. 





[Canadian Archives, Series Q. Vol, 11, page 290.] 
QUEBEC, 4th February 1775. 


SIR: 

As this goes by Lt. Cleveland of the 7th,I will venture to be more explicit 
about what you mention of the Canadians and Indians in your letter of the 
25th December last, than 1 thought it prudent todo by post, as one may 
naturally suppose, those, who seem resolved to force their country into Re- 
bellion, jealous of the Correspondence, may intercept our Letters, to make 
themselves masters of the Correspondence, and should those Disorders con- 
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tinue, as there is too much Reason to apprehend, I submit it to your con- 
sideration, whether it may not be proper to send me a cypher, for the greater 
security of our correspondence on matters of a secrt nature. 

The Canadians in general have been made very happy by the act passed 
in their Favor. All that have spoxe or wrote to me upon the subject ex- 
press the most grateful sense of what has been dene for them; I must not, 
however, conceal from your Excellency, that the Gentry, well disposed, and 
heartily desirous as they are, to serve the Crown, and to serve it with zeal, 
when formed into regular corps, do not relish commanding a bare Militia, 
they never were used to that service under the French Government, and 
perhaps for good Reasons, besides the sudden Dismission of the Canadian 
Regiment raised in 1764, without gratuity or recompense to officers, who 
engaged in our service almost immediately after the cession of the country, 
or taken any notice of them since, tho’ they all expected half pay, is still 
uppermost in their Thoughts, and not likely to encourage their engaging a 
second Time in the same way; As tothe Habitans or Peasantry, ever since 
the Civil Authority has been introduced into the Province, the Govern- 
ment of it has hung so loose, and retained so little power, they haveina 
measure emancipated themselves, and it will require Time, and discreet 
management likewise’ to recall them to their ancient Habits of Obedience 
and Discipline; Considering all the new Ideas they have been acquiring for 
these ten years past, can it be thought they will be pleased at being sudden - 
ly and without Preparation embodied in a Militia and marched from their 
familiar Lands,and Habitations to remote Provinces, and all the Horrors of 
war, which they have already experienced; It would givean appearance of 
Truth to the Language of our sons of sedition, at this very moment busily 
employed instilling into their minds, that the act was passed merely to serve 
the present Purposes of Government, and in the full Intention of ruling 
over them with all the Despotism of their ancient masters. 

It may be further observed, that the act is no more than the Founda- 
tion of future Establishments; that the new Commissions and Instruc- 
tions, expected out, are not yet arrived, and that the Dissolution of the 
present Constitution, if it deserves the name, and Establishment of the new 
one, are still at some Distance, at that Period, upon the first of May, every 
Civil Regulation, at present existing, is annihilated, and the whole to be 
cast into a new Form, work that must necessarily be attended with some 
Difficulty, and will require Time, Consideration, and great Prudence, for 
which it is not in our Power to prepare, until the final determination of the 
Ministry upon all these Matters is known; had the present settlement taken 


Place when first recommended, it would not have roused the jealousy of the 

other Colonies, and had the appearance of more disinterested Favor to the 
Canadians, many advantages might have resulted therefrom at this junc - 
ture,which must pow be deferred to a more distant occasion, 








106 AMERICAN CATHOLIC HISTORICAL RESEARCHES, 


Since it could not be done before, this would prove a fair opportunity 
for raising a Battalion or two of Canadians; such a measure might be of 
singular use, in finding Employment for, and consequertly firmly attach- 
ing, the Gentry, to our Interests, in restoring them toa significance, they 
have nearly lost, and through their means obtaining further influence, upon 
the Lower Class of People, a material service to the State, besides that of 
effectually securing many nations of Savages. 

As to the Indians, Government having thought it expedient to let mat- 
ters go in that channel, I have even considered the late Sir Wm. Johnson, 
to whom, I suppose, Colonel Guy Johnson succeeds, as having their Politi- 
cal concerns under his immediate Direction, with which I never interfered 
further, than their commercial interests, or the private Property they pos- 
sess in the country, required, and upon this Principle Major Campbell’s 


commission was granted; however, if 1 am not greatly deceived in my in- 
telligence, not only the Domiciles of one Province, but all tne neighbouring 


Indiaus ure very much at your Disposal, whenever you are pleased to call 
upon them, and what you recommend shall be complied with. 

Left to my own speculations in this retired corner, without intelligence 
of what passes in Europe till very long after the Event, and from a knowl- 
edge of the present Continental Transactions only, I entertain no Doubt, 
our Arwy is by this Time augmenting, and that as soon as the navigation 
opens, some Troops from Britain will be sent up this River, and in my opin- 
ion it should not be an inconsiderable force; if we are to have a French war, 
this corps will become indispensibly necessary here, if not, it might effectu- 
ally second your Intentions, prevent much Effusion of Blood and Treasure 
and procure the speedy Decision of a contest, rendered more dangerous by 
every moment’s Delay; the strong easily find Friends, and no Doubt they 
might readily procure a multitude of excellent guides wo would lead the 


way on any service you should think right to direct. 
GUY CARLETON, 


His Excellency, General Gage. 
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A BRIEF VIEW OF THE POLICY OF THE FOUNDERS OF THE 
COLONIES OF MASSACHUSETTS, RHODE ISLAND, WEST 
JERSEY, PENNSYLVANIA, MARYLAND, VIRGINIA. 
AND CAROLINA, AS REGARDS LIBERTY OF CON- 
SCIENCE. 


Read before the American Philosophical Society, Nov. 7. 1828. 
By MatTHew CAREY. 


At an anniversary celebration in Salem, some weeks since, the follow- 
ing toast was drunk: 

“The intrepid assertors of Liberty of Conscience—Roger Williams 
in 1635—John Milton in 1659—William Pennin 1681—John J.ocke in 
1689—may the series never end.”’ 

On this toast 1 wish to offer a few observations, which I shall confine 
to the two American philanthropists, omitting as irrelevant to my purpose, 
Locke and Milton, 

Nothing can be more just—nothing more richly deserved, than the 
praises thus bestowed on those two illustrious men, Williams and Penn, 
who towered pre-emineptly over the prejudices of the age in which 
they lived, and had the good sense to discover, and the justice and honesty 
to act on the cenviction, that any attempt to restrain or control the reli- 
gious opinions or religious practices of their fellow mortals, provided they 
did not violate tie public peace, or the rights of others, was a direct inva- 
sion of the prerogative of the Almighty, and the exercise ofa most un- 
warrantable tyranny over conscience, as useless asit was absurd and 
wicked. 

It is, however, to be regretted, that in the honourable commemoration 
of these two benefactors of mankind, the name of one whvu stands at least 
on equal ground with either, and preceded the settlement of Pennsylvania, 
by nearly half a century, is wholly omitted. I cannot for a moment allow 
myself to believe that the omission was other than the result of inadvert- 
ence. The high standing and respectability of the parties who conducted 
the celebration, forbid the supposition that it was a wilfulone. But it is 
nevertheless ‘‘passing strange,’ that in the enumeration, the name of a 
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man who made sucha @istinguished figure among the founders of the 
British Colonies, as Lord Baltimore, should have been wholly overlooked. 

This nobleman founded tbe colony of Maryland on as broad and noble 
a basis of religious liberty to Christians of all denominations, without ex- 
ception, as Roger Williams or William Penn. His settlement took place 
in 1632, about twelve years before William Penn was born, and four years 
before Roger Williams settled in Providence. 

At this period, there is reason to believe, that no government in the 
world, great or small, had made any advance towards liberty of conscience» 
vr even to toleration. Religious persecution, one of the foulest blots on 
the human character, was the order of the day, throughout Europe. Ina 
great part of that quarter of the globe, and among some of the most cele- 
brated of the reformers, at an earlier period, the idea of a general liberty 
of conscience was regarded as a pestilent heresy, as a sowing of tares in the 
garden of Christ. The doctrine was disclaimed with as much earnestness 
asifit were an odious blasphemy. Among the charges against Roger 
Williams, in Massachusetts, for which ke was about to be seized and sent 
to England, was his preaching this doctrine. He escaped deportation by 
flight to Rhode Island in 1636. 

The omission of the name of Lord Baltimore is the more to be regrett- 
ed, as many well-meaning but ignorant, men believe, not only that persecu- 
tion is a characteristic feature of the Catholic religion, but, contrary to the 
uniform tenor of the history of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, 
that Protestants have never been dishonoured by this foulcrime, than 
which nothing can be much more erroneous. 

From the preceding statement, it appears, that the settlement of Rhode 
Island was nearly cotemporaneous with that of Maryland; that the 


founders of both were a century or two in advance of the age ; that neither 
of them can be supposed to have borrowed his systero from the other ; that 
in all future celebrations, they ought to be brought forward prominently 
together ; and that without at all derogating from the honour of that great 
and good man, William Penn, they both preceded him, asI have stated, 
nearly half a century. Penn’s Charter secured unbounded liberty of con- 


science to all persons who ‘‘confessed and acknowledged the one Almighty 
and Eternal God, to be the creator, upholder, and ruler of the world.’’ 
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The merit of Calvert is greatly enchanced by the contrast between his 
system and that of Virgiria and New England. In the former colony, the 
Protestant Episcopalian religion was established—in the latter, the Con- 
gregationai, The Episcopalians persecuted the Congregationalists and all 
other denominations but their own, in Virginia—and the Congregation- 
alists persecuted the Episcopalians in New England. Maryland, the only 
Catholic colony in the country, afforded an asylum to the persecuted reli- 


gionists of both descriptions, and indeed of all other descriptions. 

For the honour of human nature, it were to be wished that a veil could 
be drawn over the residue of the proceedings in this case—as they are foul 
and dishonourable. Sometime after the Revolution of 1688, the Pro- 
testant and Presbyterian members of assembly in Maryland, acting in con- 
cert, with a degree of ingratitude which every honourable man must regard 
with abhorrence, passed the whole body of the barbarous and piratical penal 
laws against the Catholics, which were in force in England, by which the 
Catholics were not only deprived of their seats in the legislature, and dis- 
qualified therefrom in future, but subject to a severe persecution. History 
in the odious details of human turpitude, presents nothing much more 
revolting. 1. 

The spirit of persecution extended itself to Carolina, where intolerant 
laws were passed by the Episcopalians, who possessed the powers of the 
government, and excluded from the legislature all denominations but their 
own. 2. 

It has been asserted by Chalmers in his Political Annals, and Holmes 
in his American Annals, that the tolerant spirit of Rhode Island was dis- 
graced by the proscription of the Roman Catholicsin 1649. ThisI am 
gratified to say, appearsto be anerror;asin an elaborate investigation 
that took place in the year 1819, no trace conld be found of such a law in 
the records of the Colony. 3. 

It appears that in 1676, previous to the settlement of Pennsylvania, the 
proprietors of New Jersey passed a code of fundamental laws, or perhaps 
rather a Bill of Rights, which went beyond the charter of Maryland ; as 
that limited liberty of conscience to the professors of the Christian religion ; 
whereas the Bill of Rights in question, made no distinction between Chris- 
tians, Jews, or Mahometans. I annex theclause which embraces this 
subject: 4. 

Among the numeruus signers of this admirable document, stands, the 
honoured name of William Penn. 

It is scarcely credible, but nevertheless true, that so late as 1753, the 
Legislature of Virginia passed an act declaring that popish recusants (that 
is, Catholics who would not abjure their religion,) should be incapable of 
being witnesses in any case whatever ; that they should not keep arms in their 
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houses, under a penalty of forfeiture, and three months’ imprisonment ; that 
persons who knew of their keeping arms, and did not discover them, should 
be subject to the same imprisonment ; that they should not keep a horse 
above five pounds value, under penalty of forfeiture ; and finally, that per- 
sons aiding Catholics to conceal horses above the value, should be liable to 
three months’ imprisonment. 
Philadelphia, Nov. 7. 1828. 
NOTES. 


1. ‘*When, upon the revolution, power changed handsin that pro- 
vince, the new men made but an indifferent requital for the liberties and wndul- 
gences they had enjoyed under the old administration. They not only deprived 
the Roman Catholics of all share in the government, but of all the riyhts of free 
men. They have even adopied the whole body of the penal laws of England 
against them. They are at this day |1770], meditating new laws in the 
same spirit, and they would undoubtedly go to the greatest lengths in this 
respect, if the moderation and good sense of the government in England, 
did not set some bounds to their bigotry.”? Burke’s Account o! the Euro- 
pean Settlements in America, vol, 1, page 267. 

2. ‘*fhe assembly meeting in Carolina, a Bill, in express violation of 
the fundamental Constitution, was passed, for the more effectual preserva- 
tion of the government, requiring all persons elected members of the commons 
house of assembly, to conform to the Church of England, and receive ine sacra- 
ment, according to the rites and usage of that church. Thus all dissenters were 
disqualified, though legally elected, from sitting in the assembly, and the candi- 
date who had the next majority of votes, was to be admitted, &c. &c. The 
dissenters were without redress—and, to complete their grievances, a bill 
was signed by the governor and deputies, for establishing religious worship 
in this province, according tothe church of England, and for erecting 
churches for the worship of God, and also for the maintenance of ministers, 
and building convenient houses for them. In consequence of this act, 
many oppressive things were done bythe government of Carolina against 
the dissenters.’? Idem, vol. 2, page 265. 

3. See this subject fully and ably discussed in the appendix to Walsh’s 
Appeal. 

4. “That nomen, nor number of men upon the earth have power or 
authority to rule over men’s consciences in religious matters : therefore it 
is consented, agreed, and ordained, that no person or persons whatsoever, 
within the said province, at any time or times hereafter, shall be any ways, 
upon any pretence whatsoever, called in question, or in the least punished 
or hurt, either in person, estate, or privilege, for the sake of his opinion, 
judgment, faith, or worship, towards God in matters of religion. But 
that all and every such person and persons may from time to time, and at 
all times, freely and fully have and enjoy his and their judgments and the 
exercise of their consciences in matters of religious worship throughout all 
the said province.”’ 
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PETITION OF OONGBEGATION OF NEWPORT AND OOB NEOK, MD. 
TO BISHOP OARROLL, 1796. 


Kev. Doctor John Carroll, 
Sir: 

In the name of the Cob-Neck congregation, you are Pray’d to 
permit some gentleman to serve usin this our neglected state. Mr. Ben 
Lancaster is authorized to treat with some gentleman to serve this congre- 
gation; his authority for so doing hewill produce. The committee of this 
congregation wiil show that the Trustees have a power to do, and we do 
hereby certify that we are elected Trustees of this congregation. We are 
Rev’d Sir, with all respect 

Your Obedient Servants, 
THOMAS JENKINS, 
JOHN NEALE, 
JAMES NEALE, 
JOHN LANCASTER, 
BEN LANCASTER, 
February 23, 1796. 
Endorsed in Bishop Carroll’s hand :—The congregation requests, 
1st. That the Clergyman to be sent to them be one whose native lan- 
guage is English, or at least, thoroughly acquainted with English. 
2d. That he reside in the Neck. 
3d. That as water, frequently impassable, prevents a certainty of com- 
munication with Newport, it would not be convenient for him to attend 
the congregations of Newport and the Neck. 
4th. That they have no objection to his serving the Neck and the con- 
gregation of the Sacred Heart. 
5th. Thatif he resides in the Neck and serveit, he will be allowed 
sixty pounds per annum, including his board (estimated at £30, highest 
price.) 
6th. That till further acquaintance their first agreement will be made 
only for one year. 
7th. That he be particularly instructed by the Bishop to visit the 


members of the congregation and instruct their families and negroes, 


Endorsed 
**Trustees, of Newport:”’ 
[Case 11, G. Archives, Baltimore. | 
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PETITION OF TRUSTEES 8ST. PETER’S, NEW YORK, 1805 TO BISHOP 
CARROLL FOR ANOTHER PRIEST. 
Vestry St. PETER’s Catrcu, NEw York, 23d June, 1805. 
Rr. Rey. Sir: 

The Trustees have the honor to represent to you with great respect that 
in consequence ofthe pleasing circumstance of the daily growth of the . 
Congregation of St. Peter’s Church which keeps pace with the rapid ex- 
tension of the city of New York, they find it morally impossible that one 
clergyman, however active, zealous and diligent, can attend to all the 
functions and important duties required by so numerous a Congregation. 

We therefore beg leave to request that the same pastoral care and apos- 
tolic zeal we have often experienced at your hands may be extended to our 
present pressing request—thet of endeavoring to procure for us an addi- 
tional Divine, who may be possessed of such abilities and qualifications as 
yourself know would be desirable and uecessary. 

We shall do everything to make the appointment answer his expecta- 
tions—at the same time you will have the goodness to mention to him in 
advance that we will expect the Celebrating of three Masses weekly for 
the dead. 

With great respect we entreat your Blessing and remain 

Right Reverend Sir, 
Your Most Humble Servants, 
THOMAS STOUGHTON, 
AND’W MORRIS, 
CORN’S HEENEY, 
MICH’L ROTH, 
JOHN HINTON, 
JOHN HOES, 
JOHN BYRNE, 


PAT’K McKay, 


To Right Rev’d Bishop John of Baltimore. 
[Case 11, L. Archives, Baltimore.] 
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MICHIGAN AND THE NORTH WEST TERITORY. 





Bishop England in The Catholic Miscellany, Jan. 26, 1824. 

We have been favoured upon this interesting subject with some docu- 
ments which were compiled in the beginning of the year 1822—the sub- 
stanee of which we now lay before our readers. 

It appears that the Missions of the Jesuitsin this part of the world 
were commenced about the middle of the seventeenth century. 

The first chape] which appears to have been erected, was about the 
year 1648, at the falls of St. Mary, about 46} of latitude, and 74 west of 
Washington, by the Jesuits. The country was then inhabited by the tribes 
ofHuron Indians. These falls are between Lake Superior and Huron, a 
little above the island of St. George. Soon afterwards another chapel was 
built upon the island of St. Joseph, nearer to Lake Huron, and between the 
island of St George and Islea la Grosse. The principle settlement of the 
missionaries was subsequently near Point St. Ignatius, at the strait of 
Michilimakinak, between Lake Michigan and Huron. 

Our present object not being to give the history, we come to review the 
actual state of Catholicity in the district of which these aettlements formed 
the commencement, 

In the year 1790, the Bishopric of Baltimore was established with or- 
dinary jurisdiction in the United States. Although by the treaty of 1783, 
the territory now under view was ceded to the Union, yet the actual pos- 
session was not obtained until 1796. The present Michigan territory then 
was called Wayne County. In 1808, Baltimore was raised to an Archbish- 
opric and the whole of what was originally known by the name of the Wes- 
tern Territory, was placed under charge of the Right Reverend Dr Flaget, 
who was consecrated Bishop of Bardstown, in Kentucky. The large ex- 
tent of his Diocess sometime since required that he should have aid in the 
performance of Episcopal duties, and the Right Rev. Dr. David was con- 
secrated as his coadjutor, and in the year 1821, Dr. Edward Fenwick was 
appointed. and consecrated in 1822, Bishop of Cincinnati, in Ohio, with 
charge of Ohio, Indiana, and the Michigan and North West Territories. 

The first settlement of Catholics sonth, is found above the Ohio line 
and Fort Meigs, about the mouth of the river Miami, or, as sometimes 
spelled, Maumee—about 16 families, principally French. 
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The next settlement is at St. Josephs, about six or eight miles north of 
the mouth of the river on the Miami Bay, near which, on Lake Erie, Com- 
modore Perry gained his splendid victory in 1813. The number of Catholi¢ 
families here and in the vicinity, is over fifty—they too are principally de- 
scendants of Canadian French. A chapel has been built here, in which the 
Rev. Gabriel Richard celebrated mass on Quasimodo Sunday, 1821. 

Third, at Otter Creek,about six miles further north, on the shores of 
Lake Erie, is a settlement of about twenty-five Catholic families, 

Fourth, on the Banks of the River Raisin there are a great many French 
Canadian families. Near the mouth of this river is the town of Monroe, 
the principal number of whose inhabitants are not Catholics. 

The number of Catholics in this place is very considerable, along an 
extent of about fifteen or twenty miles on the banks of the river, there can ~ 
not be much less than one hundred and fifty families. They have a house 
for the residence of the clergyman and achurch. The priest who was ap- 
pointed for this station in 1822, was the Rev. Mr. Ganith—we have not 
learned whether he be still there. . 

The fifth station is about twenty miles from town of Monroe, at the 
river Huron of Lake Erie, three miles below the river Detroit, or where the 
St. Lawrence empties itself from Lake St. Clair into Lake Erie. This set- 
tlement is but small, and does not exceed ten families. 

The sixth is at Riviere aux Encorces, about eight miles below Detroit ; 
upon this river there are settled nearly thirty Catholic families, and on the 
river Rouge, three miles farther north, there are settled upwards of eighty 
families, of which over thirty are Catholics. 

In the town of Detroit, there are about one hundred and fifty families 
settled, of which about one third are Catholics; This number, added to 
about one hundred Irish and nearly two hundred Canadian working and 
trading persons, generally call voyageuwrs—makes about half the general 
population Catholics. 

In Detroit there is a fine church built with stone, the first stone of 
which was blessed by Bishop Flageton the 9th of June, 1818. and the 
church was covered in before the end of that year, and has already cost up- 
wards of 20,000. It is one hundred and sixteen feet long, sixty broad, and 


thirty feet in height, and has aspacious subterranean chapel. It would 
require two or three thousand dollars to complete its interior. 
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There is also an excellent Presbytery nearly finished, which is forty- 
four feet long by thirty wide, and nineteen feet in height. 

This is likely to become a Bishop's see for the territory, and provision 
is already made to secure for a prelate, a good and independent support, for 
which purpose a large farm, with a dwelling house and chapel, within a 
convenient distance of the town, will be had. 

The seventh station is along the banks of the river Detroit, extending 
about eighteen miles, it comprehends about one hundred and fifty families; 
these also are principally Canadians or their descendants. 

On the right bank of the Lake St. Clair. from the Marais river will be 
found about forty VUatholic families. Onthe river Huron of St. Clair, 
which falls in at Anchor Bay. below St. Clement’s, there is a chapel dedi- 
cated to God under the invocation of St. Francis of Sales, near which are 
upwards of twenty families; from this river along by Anchor Bay, and on 
the Saune, the Belle and Pine Rivers, and Rivers au Cragnes and Delude, 
as far as Fort Gratiot and close to Lake Huron, there are at least from 
forty to fifty families, consisting of members of our church. 

We now come to one of our most northerly settlements and one of the 
most ancient missions in the United States, ‘‘the falls of St. Mary’? be- 
tween Lake Superior and Huron ; the number of Catholic families, at which 
is between twenty and thirty, perhaps the former number would be the 
more accurate computation. 

Between Lake Michigan and Lake Erie, at and near the old station of 
Michilimakinak the number of families of our communion, may be at least 
put down at eighty settled, there are nearly half that number of other per- 
snasions, who principally reside upon the island, and during the summer 
there are at the very lowest computation six hundred voyageurs who are all 
members of our church, though the families of many of these latter reside 


in Canada ; the average number of those who are canonically and properly 
within the jurisdiction of the United States is at least what has been put 
down. 

Green Bay lies altogether within the Michigan territory, and is about 
sixty miles to the north west of preceding station ; at its southern extremi- 
ty lies Fort Brown at its junction with the Fox river, and about sixty miles 
from the grand Traverse Islands, which are at the mouth of the bay—this 
fort is but ashort distance from the boundary line of the Wisconsin or 
Worth West territory, along this tract are upwards of sixty families of our 


Yommunion. 
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Although Chicago be in the state of Illinois we will include it here, as 
lying upon lake Michigan; it only contains five or six Catholic families. 

A very old settlement in the North Western territory is that of Prairie 
‘de Chien, near the junction of the Wisconsin river with the Mississippi, 
about the 43d degree of latitude, and about 14 west of Washington ; in and 
about this place are from one hundred and twenty to one hundred and fifty 
Catholic families. 

We have received the returns more in detail than is here exhibited, and 
from them our computation is that in those two portions of t rritory the 
whites belonging to our church are over six thousand. We have now to 
add to this number the Indian tribes, which are united with us in the faith 
of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic church. 

The Ottowas who generally assemble at Arbre croche, where the Jesuits 
formerly held the mission of St. Ignatius, to receive the holy sacrament, 
and discharge the other duties of religion, do not fall short of fifteen hun- 
dred. The Potowatomies are scattered in at least fifty villages in the 
Michigan territory, between the lake of that name and Detroit. In the 
treaty with general Hell, governor of Michigan in 1807 and this nation, 
and those of the Ottowas and Wyandots, for the cession of the lands con- 
siderable reservations was made. Inthe two territories our red brethren 
of the faith are computed tobe over and above those who assemble at Ar- 
bre croche wore than six thousand. 

We have been much gratified in looking over those documents from 
which we have extracted the results, now laid before our readers. and have 
been greatly struck in comparing them with the history of the first miss- 
ions, at finding how exactly they coincide with what we would calculate 
to have taken place under the vicissitudes that occurred. 

Before concluding this article we must observe that amongst the In 
dian tribes the names of the first Missionaries who converted their fathers, 
are still held in great esteem. Father Joseph Marquet of the Jesuits whilst 
he lived was looked upon as a model of sanctity, and the old Canadian set- 
tlers and strangers still hold his memory in benediction. Many extraordi- 
nary things are related of him, but we are unacquainted with the particu- 
lars and with the proofs, if any there be, and can therefore pronounce no 
opinion, The names also of the fathers Lamarina ,Lefranc, Dujaunais &c. 


are known by the very children by tradition of their parents, and grand and 
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great grand sires, as they rove through the forest, or fish upon the lakes. 
Father Dujaunais was in Makina from July 12, 1742, to the year 1765, July 
3, when he was recalled to Quebec. 

We have seen a letter from the Rev. Mr. Richard, whom we before 
mentioned, in which he states, that in September 1821, he was able to dis- 
cover, if not precisely, at least very nearly the spot where the mortal re- 
mains of the good father Marquet were interred. ‘‘Some Ottowas Indians,’ 
he writes, ‘‘led me to the spot, it is upon the bank of the river which bears 
his name.’’ Upon looking at the maps of the Michigan territory, we ob- 
serve in latitude 43, 37, a stream named Marguettes river fall into lake 
Michigan. ‘‘I erected a wooden cross there,’”’ continues he, ‘‘and with my 
penknife, I cut upon it these words, Fr JH. MARQUET, died here on the 9th 
of Mai. 1675. The holy man died thereafter having celebrated the myste- 
ries, without any apparent illness, and after having predicted the time and 
place of his decease. He was then returning with Sieur Joliet, after his 
discoveries of the Mississippi and the Missouri, of which rivers 20 Europe- 
an had given any previous account.” ‘‘I was detained here during eight 
days by head winds,” writes Mr Richard. ‘‘during which period I frequent- 
ly visited the grave and prayed upon this interesting spot. I celebrated 
High Mass upon the banks of the river on Sunday, and my little flock went 
with me in precession to the cross which I had erected, where I sung the 
Libera for the soul of our brother ; in all, Ottowas and others, we were fifty 
members of the church, and all appeared greatly penetrated with the Di- 
vine Providence of the Great Spirit, our Father who is in Heaven, I ad- 
dressed them, with cousiderable effect, but under such circumstances it 
was impossible to be eloquent.’’ 


On the 25th of August, 1821, Governor Cass concluded at Chicago a 
treaty with the Powtowatomies, in which they stipulated that the Federal 


government should supply them with a Roman Catholic Priest, and desired 
that it should be inserted in the articles, which we suppose was done, We 
know not whether as yet any steps have been taken to carry this article in- 
to execution, if it was inserted, as the chiefs say it was. 

Some visits have been paid by Rev. Dr. Morse and Rev. Dr. Yates, of 
Schenectady, as we have been informed, to the faithful Indians at Arbre 
Croche, to induce them to relinquish the religion which they have embraced 
and follow what those gentlemen are pleased to designate pure Christianity. 
What the effect of their interference has been we have yet to learn. 
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OF “GOD AND CHRIST,’’ FROM THE CONSTITUTION. 





—_— 
soo 


In 1789, when he visited New England, the Presbytery of tbe Eastward 
convened at Newburyport, and presented to him an Address, in which they _ 
said :— 

**Among the objections to the Federal Constitution, we never consid- 
ered the want of a Religious Test, that grand engine of persecution in every 
tyrant’s hand ; but we should not have been alone in rejoicing to have seen 
some explicit acknowledgement of the only true God and Jesus Christ 
whom he hath sent, inserted some where in the Magna Charta of our coun- 
try. Weare happy to find, however, that this defect has been amply rem- 
edied in the face of all the world, by the piety and devotion in which your 
first public act of office was performed, by the religious observance of the 
Sabbath, and of the public worship of God, of which you have set so emi- 
nent an example, and by the warm strains of Christian and devout affec- 
tions which ran through your late Proclamation fora general Thanks- 
giving.”’ 

To this address, which was more pious than polite, Washington with his 
characteristic prudence and wisdom, made a reply, from which we extract 
the following :— 

“The tribute of thanksgiving which you offer to the gracious Father ot 
Light, for his inspiration of our public councils with wisdom and firmness 
to complete the National Constitution, is worthy of men, who, devoted to 
the pious purposes of religion, desire their accomplishment by such means 
as advance the temporal happiness of their fellow men. And here, I am 
persuaded, you will permit me to observe, that the path of true piety is so 
plain as to require but little political direction.” 

‘To this consideration we ought to ascribe the absence of any regula- 
tion respecting religion from the Magna Charta of our Country. To the 
guidance of the Ministers of the Gospel, this important object is, perhaps, 
more properly committed. It will be your care to instruct the ignorant 
and to reclaim the devious; and in the progress of morality and science, 
to which our government will give every furtherance, we may confidently 
expect the advancement of true religion, and the completion of our happi- 
ness,’? 








MEMOIRS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN AMERICA. 119 
MEMOIRS OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH IN AMERICA, 


[NorTH CAROLINA.] 


By Bishop England. 





NEWBERN.—Newbern has been, during a long period, one of the prin- 
cipal towns in this state ; and at a comparatively early date, had a church 
of the English Protestant religion, with a good revenue. 

The facts respecting the Roman Catholic Church are very few, and 
apparently unimportant. Yet there is one individual whose memory ought 
to be preserved and cherished by the Catholics of future generations in that 
town, and in other parts of the state. Her piety, her intelligence, and her 
attachment to the principles and the practice of her religion, under circum- 
stances peculiarly trying, have been worthy of the best days of Christianity. 

The lady whom we thus mention with respect, was Mrs. Gaston, moth- 
er to the Hon. Wm. Gaston, of Newbern, and to Mrs Taylor, the consort of 
the eminent and learned Chief Justice of the Supreme Conrt of North 
Carolina. 

Mrs. Gaston, who was of the respectable Catholic family of Sharpe, in 
the North of England, lost her husband, in Newbern, during the revolu- 
tion—ke was killed by a shot from the British when the patriots were evac- 
uating the town. She was left thus alone toeducate and to watch over 
her two children in those perilous times. After the recovery of the town 
and the success of the heroes uf freedom, she was enabled to remain with 
her little charge, in the place of her former residence, where she was the 
only member of the Roman Catholic church ; yet she had been so well in- 
structed in its tenets, and its principles, that she never wavered for a mo. 
ment, and as soon as the minds of her children were capable of receiving 
the seed of the divine word, she was careful to implant it. They recollect, 
with pious gratitude, her affectionate and religious assiduity. 

About the year 1784, the Rev. Patrick Cleary, an Irishman by birth, 
but for some time before this a canon of the church of Funchal, arrived in 
Newbern, to claim the property of his brother who had died there. Mrs, 
Gaston fitted up one of the rooms of her house as a little Chapel, in which 
he used to celebfate the holy mysteries,and where three or four other Cath- 
olics generally attended. Amongst those who had then arrived, was the 
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present John Devereaux, Esq., of Raleigh, a member of a respectable Irish 


Catholic family, in the county of Wexford. A few members of the church 
who were in the vicinity, brought their children to be baptized ; there was 
very little more done in the way of ministry. Mr. Cleary was not well 
qualified to give public instruction in English—and the discharge of the 
duties of his canonsy in a Portuguese church,did not afford him any uppor- 

tunity to qualify himself to teach an American congregation, neither was 
it his intention to remain upon this mission. 

However, the Lord regulated otherwise. So many impediments pre- 
sented themselves to his claim, that Mr. Cleary was not able to close his 
business as soon as he had expected, and having died in Newbern some 
time in the year 1790, he was interred in the old burying ground of that 
town. May he rest in peace. This is the only Roman Catholic clergyman, 
that we can discover, who died in that state. 

The number of Catholics did not increase—though there were some oc- 
casional settlers of that religion, but, as usual in all American towns which 
do not enjoy the benefit of a regular ministry, they soon departed. 

In the year 1798, the Rev. Mr. Burke, from Norfolk, an Irish clergy- 
man also, visited Newbern, and celebrated Mass and administered the sac- 
raments to a few persons during the short time that he remained. 

About the year 1805, the Rev. Dr. Gallagher arrived from Charleston 
to perform some ministerial duties, and remained d ring a few days. 

In the year 1807, the Rev. Michael Lacy, from Norfolk, spent a few 
days in the town, in the month of July, during which he celebrated holy 
mysteries and administered the sacraments. He returned in June of the 
next year. 

In the space of eleven or twelve years, which next succeeded, the little 
flock of this town was totally bereft of spiritual aid. A good many persons, 
from time to time, were found here and in other places, who either left the 
vicinity for the causes before mentioned, or who despairing of ever having 
the ministry of their own church, fell into others; the number of the lat- 
ter description in the vicinity of this town, however, is not so great as in 
other parts of the state ; very few instances can be discovered in Craven 
County. 

The Rev. Nicholas Kearney paid two visits here from Norfolk, in the 


year 1819 and 1820; in this latter year he remained during a fortnight, and 
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preached with considerable effect, he baptized a number of children, re- 
ceived three converts, and admitted a number of persons to the holy sacra- 
ments of Penance and the Eucharist. The good mother of the Catholic 
religion in this place had, before his arrival, beer called to another, and, it 
is hoped, a better world. May she rest in peace. 

On the 24th of May, 1821, the Right Rev. Dr. England, Bishop of 
Charleston, in whose Diocess Newbern is comprised, arrived in this town. 
Mr. Gaston fitted up a large room in his house as a chapel, and the Bishop 
next day celebrated the holy mysteries. The Bishop remained until the 4th 
of June. He celebrated mass and exhorted in the morning —heard confess- 
ions and instructed during the day, and at night he preached in the court- 
house, always toa very large and respectable congregation. Twenty-two 
persons received the holy Eucharist, five or six of them for the first time ; 
twelve persons received the sacrament of confirmation, and four adults who 
were converts, and four children were baptized. A branch also of the Re- 
ligious Circulating Book Society, was established, though it has not been as 
well supplied as might be from Charleston. 

Previous to his leaving town, the Bishop requested the congregation to. 
meet at the little chapel at Mr. Gaston’s every Sunday—and commissioned 
five of the principal Catholics to conduct the meeting, by reading prayers 
and instructions which he specified, and having the children examined in 
their Catechism, This congregation has been most exact in complying 
with the regulation thus established. On November 14th, the Bishop ar- 
rived on his way to Charleston and assembled the little flock, to whom he 
gave an exhortation, and baptized two children. 

In the month of May, 1822, the Rev. Anthony O’Hannon, whom the 
Bishop had appointed as missionary for the state, arrived in the town, he 
was in a bad state of health and scarcely able to doduty ; he, however, cele- 
brated Mass and administered the sacraments of Penanceand the holy Euch- 
arist, and gave some instructions during his stay, which was about a 
fortnight. 

May 16, 1823—The Bishop agein visited this town and remainéd until 
the 22d. During this visit he celebrated Mass and preached as before, but 
that during part of the time his sermons were in the Presbyterian church, 


the use of which had been offered to him, and which place he was informed 
would be the most convenient to the citizens who wished to hear him. On 
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this occasion some of the congregation were absent, and some who had 
been previously residents had removed. There were 14 communicants, 4 
persons were confirmed, and 4 children were baptized. 

1824, February 9th—‘[he Bishop arrived and next day celebrated Mass, 
and gave notice that he would return on the 12thfrom Washington, whi- 
ther he went that day; upon his return he remained four days, during 
which time he celebrated Mass as usual, and administered the sacraments 
to those who had been prepared ; he baptized four children, and preached in 
the court-house at night. On the 15th, the Constitution ofthe Roman 
Catholic Church of North Carolina was adopted, and the first Vestry chosen ; 
the Bishop formed the County of Craven into an ecclesiastical district —St. 
Paul, the Apostle, was chosen patron thereof. The Bishop then informed 
the Vestry that the Rev. Francis O’Donoghne, the missionary in the state, 
would soon arrive amongst them, and remain for sometime. Thus ranked 
amongst the number of duly organized congregations of that church which 
has subsisted during eighteen hundred years, and is found in every nation 
of the globe, though insignificant among the millions, the church of New- 
bern has struggled into form, and has all the promise of permanence. God 
alone kndws what she may hereafter be, but it will not be too much to as- 
sert that she principally owes her existence to the steady fortitude and solid 
piety of one good mother of a family. How much good may be effected by 
the calm, steady, persevering exertions of one good woman ? 


Catholic Miscellany, March 17, 1824. 





OHIO. 


This state was not formed until 1802. The settlers were principally emi- 
grants from the older states of the Union. Ia the year 1808, when the See 
of Bardstown was created with jurisdiction over the Western territories, 
Ohio was a portion of its territory—but we can not find any trace of a mis- 
sion at that period, except some of much older date among the Indians, and 
which, at a future time, we shall lay before our readers. The missionaries 
who were then employed amongst our r:d brethren were the French Jesuits. 
But nowthe Indian title having been extinguished the white population 
began rapidly to pour in and to occupy the fertile valley of the Ohio, and to 
cultivate its healthy hills. In1790, the white population of this country 
did not exceed 300, and now it is at least two hundred times as many.— 








MEMOIRS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF AMERICA. 123 
Never was there known in the history of nations, so rapid an increase—and 
this notwithstanding a war with the Indians, within the first ten years of 
this period, and the loss of many brave men within the latter fourteen, for 
in the last war with the British, Ohio was not niggardly of her brave and 
useful volunteers. Tennessee did much for the south; but Ohio stood well 


and firmly upon our northern frontier. 
Amongst the earlier settlers of this State were some Catholics from 


Maryland, the nurse of our religion and the mother of liberality and of re- 
ligious rights, and freedom of conscience in the new world. No attemct, 
however, was made to establish a mission or make any permanent settle- 
ment of clergy in the state, until the year 1818. 

The oldest church of our communion in Ohio, is that of St. Jozeph, 


near Somerset, in Perry county. It was first built with logs, but has 
been latterly augmented by an addition of stone work, so that the church 
is now partly logs and partly stone; it is 70 feet long by 24 in breadth, and 
has attached to it a pretty good two-story log building for the residence of 
the clergy, anda half section, containing 329 acres of land, which were 


given by Mr. Jacob Dittoe. 
The missionaries were Dominican Friars from Kentucky—who belonged 


to the Convent of St. Kose. The superior of the order in Kentucky was 
then the Rev. Thomas Wilson, and the Rev. Edward Fenwick, was then 
one of the missionaries, Mr. Dittoe conveyed the land to Mr. Fenwick 
who had previously obtained the necessary consent from Mr Wilson, his 
superior, upon trust, for the purpose of establishing thereon regular clergy- 
men of the order of St. Dominick—and the Rev. Mr. Fenwick bound him- 
self, as far as he should be able, to continue and persevere thereon the said 
religious order or a regular succession of Priests thereof, who should con- 
tinue to reside there, and administer the sacraments and the other aids 
of religion, according to the right and usage of the holy Roman Catholic 
and Apostolic Church, to the inhabitants of the vicinity, 

The venerable Dr. Flaget, the Bishop of Bardstown, gave his sanction 
to the undertaking, and Dominican superior sent the Rev. Dr. Edward 
Fenwick and the Rev. N. D. Young, in the year 1818, tu carry the agree- 
ment into execution ; they accordingly took possession of the premises, and 
in the course of the year the Church was finished, which was opened and 
dedicated to God under the invocation of St. Joseph, on the 6th day of De- 
cember, 1818. The two clergymen who thus founded and reared the mise 
sion of Ohio, are native Americans, children of Maryland. 
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The increase{of the church in this State and its vicinity, caused the es- 
tablishment ofjthe Bishopric of Cincinnati, ia 1821, as we have before 
stated—Right Rev. Dr. Edward Fenwick, the founder of this mission, and 
now in Rome, was appointed and consecrated its first Bishop—the Rev. 
Dr. Young is now the superior and has with him at St. Joseph’s the Rev. 
Thomas;Martin, an Irish Dominican Friar, and the Rev. Vincent De Ry- 
macher a Flemish Dominican Friar. In 1818, the number of families in 
this congregation was scarcely ten; at present there are at least one hun- 
dred and thirty Catholic families belonging to St. Joseph’s—the far greater 
proportion are Irish; there are several Germans and a considerable num- 
ber of American converts. 

Attached to St. Joseph’s are several missions, which the few clergy- 
men there stationed cannot attend as they could desire. Some of those 
missions are visited once in the month; some once in six months; some 
once ir the year; others but perhaps once in two years; according as the 
opportunity and means of the clergyman will allow. One of the most im- 
portant of those is that of Zanesville, the country town of Muskingum, 
and onjthe river of that name ; it is about 20 miles from St. J oseph’s. The 
Rev, N, D.yYoung officiates here once in the month. In Zanesville there 
can not}be less than from 40 to 50 Catholic families. 

There is also another wonthly mission in Lancaster, the county town 
of Fairfield county, which is upon the head water of the Hockbockings 
riverjand about the same distance from St. Joseph’s as Zanesville, but in 
an opposite direction. There is here a neat framed church, but the Catho- 
lics are not more than about twenty families—the Rev. T. Martin attends 
once in the{month at Lancaster. The church is called St. Mary’s—O! 
how different from the building which, in Philadelphia, has the same 
name. This is Catholic. 

Another mission attached to St. Joseph’s, is about fifteen miles distant 
in a south-eastern direction, in Morgan county. Thechurch here is a good 
building of hewn logs, and is dedicated under the invocation of St. Ber- 
nard ;—the number of Catholics at this church is much greater than at 
Lancaster; tbsre are monthly ministrations by the Rev. N. Young and 


the Rev. T. Martin, alternately. 
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REV, AMBROSE MARECHAL TO OHARLES CARROLL OF OARROLLTON, 


REGARDING THE APPOINTMENT OF A PASTOR FOR THE 
SIGNER’S MANOR. 





Mr. Charles Carroll, Esq., Baltimore. 
Sir :— 

At the moment your servant handed me your letter, I was just then 
packing up my books and papers to remove to the Seminary and give up 
my office tothe Excellent Mr. Bruté. Having neither paper nor ink at 
hand, I sent you a verbal answer only, relying upon your goodness that 
would readily excuse me, if I did not answer in writing your favour. 

Although a multiplicity of business hangs upon me, I will make out to 
go next Saturday tv Carrol’s manor, where I intend to remain two or three 
days, in order that the poor Catholicks of the neighborhood may have an 
opportunity of complying with their Christian duties. 

Unfortunately I foresee with regret that the variety of my occupations 
will not permit meto attend thecongregation asI used todo, oncea 
month. This impossibility, together with the request you made me, the 
last time I saw you, to find out some body to replace me, induced me to 
propose to a young clergyman, who, a few weeks ago, was in the Seminary, 
to take upon himself the care of that congregation. He answered that he 
would willingly do it, if it were in his power; but he observed that having 
fled from France at the moment Bonaparte entered it, he had brought with 
him nothing to live upon and could not accept of a post to which no reve- 
nue was affixed. I represented to him that indeed there was none for the 
present, but having heard you had provided by your will something for the 
maintenance of a clergyman on your Manor,I would propose to you to 
grant him now what you intend to leave only after your death, Unluckily 
a priest was wanting at Norfolk; and advantageous propositions being 
made to him, he accepted them, and in consequence has sailed for that city 
a few daysago. Iam truly sorry that my little negotiation with that 
young gentleman has not pruceéded. It seems to me he would have suited 
your family yery well. For he is very pious, amiable in his manners and 


has received an excellent education. 
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However, I beg you to believe that I will do all that I can to go now 
and then to the Manor throughout the course of the year. Be persuaded 
that it will ever be gratifying to me to meet you there and your amiable 
family. 

I Remain with Respect, 
Sir, Your most Obedient and Humble Servant, 
A. MARECHAL. 

Tuesday morning. ’ 

P. 8. I will thank you to send me your carriage, next Saturday about 
12 o’clock, noon. 

[Endorsed by C. C. of C. **1815, Dec. 16, Rev. Mr. Maréchal’s letter an 
answer to mine.’’] 





AN INTENDED ORDINATION IN PHILADELPHIA. 


[From the Archives of the Riggs Library. Georgetown College. The J G. Shea collection 
of autographs. Case 4.) 





On May 6th 1814, Rt. Rev. Michael Egan, Bishop of Philadelphia 
wrote Archbishop Carroll concerning ‘young Mr. Carroll of Queenstown, 
Md., desiring to take Holy Orders” and desiring ‘‘the approval of Dr. Car- 
roll to give him Tonsure, Minors and Subdeaconship.” 

The following letter relating to this subject has been discovered since 
I published THE History OF BisHoP EGAN. 

Most Rev. Sir :— 

I took the liberty, some short time ago of writing to you concerning 
Mr. Denis Carroll of Queenstown, who wishes to be ordained for the Dio- 
cese of Philadelphia. 

In consequence of his residence in your jurisdiction,and his dimissorial 
letter from Ireland, addressing him to the Most Rev. Dr. Carroll, 1 would 
not act without your approbation. I regret not to have received your an- 
swer—as, confident that, you’d be kind to afford me the hope of one sub- 
ject, for my unprovided Diocese. I invited himto come to Philadelphia 
for Whitsunday week, when I intended to give him tke Minors and sub- 
deaconship. He is now arrived, and I send him to the Rev. Mr, Kenney’s 
farm, to perform a retreat under the Rev. Trappists. I earnestly request 

your answer, as Lime, on his side, ard also on mine presses daily. 
I Remain Most Rev. Sir. 
With profound respect, 
Y’r H’ble and Ob’t Serv’t and Bro. in X°t, 
MICHAEL, BisHoP OF PHILADELPHIA, 

Philadelphia, May 16, 1814. 

(Endorsed). ‘‘Bishop Egan, May 16, 1814, Concg. Dennis Carroll.”’ 

The name of Dennis Carroll does not appear in the list of the clergy of 
thetime so that it probable the ordination did not take place. Bishop 
Egan died July 22nd 1814. 
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CoMPOsED BY THE REV. STEPHEN BADIN, 
\From the Archives of the Riggs Library, Georgetown College, Shea Collection of 
Autographs. Case 3. 

Blessed be thy Holy and undivided Trinity now and forever. Amen. 
O holy Trinity one God in three persons I adore the because thou art 
the only living and true God; I thank thee for thine innumerable ben- 
efits and ask pardon for my ingratitude and multiplied offences. Thou 
beginning and end of all things, author of all good and sourceof all 
grace ; Master of life and death I acknowledge thy absolute dominion 
and my dependence on thee. O Infinite Sanctity of God, purify and 
sanctify my soul and body! O profound Wisdom of God enlighten 
me! O incomprehensible Jmmensity of God, possess me and make 
me ever attentive to thy presence! Oh! wonderful Providence of 
God, conduct and protect me! O! Almighty Power of God, sustain 
me! Oh! Longanimity and Patience of God bear with me! Oh tender 
Mercy of God have compassion on me! Oh! ineffable Goodness of 
God, attach me to thee forever! Oh! Beauty always ancient and al- 
ways new, attract me! Oh! dreadful Justice of God, spareme! Oh! 
amiable clemency of God, be propitious to mea sinner! O Lord, God 
of Sciences make me wise unto salvation ! Oh! incomprehensible veracity 
of God, strengthen my faith! Oh consoling Fidelity of God, increase 
my trust and hope in thee! Oh! incomprehensible and eternal charity 
of God, bestow on me the grace to love thee always and above all crea- 
tures which are as nothing compared to thee! Oh admirabie Jmmuta- 
bility and Liberality of God, make me constant and faithful to my 


vows and good resolutions! Oh Lord God of Virtues fortify me! Oh! 
God terrible in thy Judgments, favor me with a continual fear of sin 
and of thy wrath! Oh God whose name is holy and awful, grant that 
I may always pronounce it with a holy reverence! Oh! God, whose 
will is righteous and supreme, make me ever resigned to it! Ostupend- 
ous Majesty of God! I offer the all homage humbly prostrate at tke 
foot of thy imperial throne! Oh Sovereign Grandeur of God, be at all 
times exalted by men on earth as thou art by angels in heaven! Oh 
sublime Glory of God, make me little and humble in my own eyes! 
Oh! Blessed Eternity of God prepare me, call me, receive me! Wh! 
benevolent munificence of God give me this day and at all times, par- 
ticularly at the hour of my death, the heavenly bread which gives Life 
Everlasting ! Oh God the Father who created me to serve thee on earth 
and enjoy thee in heaven, have mercy on me! Oh! God the Son, 
made man, bleeding and dying on the cross to save me from sin and 
hell, have mercy on me! Oh God the Holy Ghost who sanctified in 
baptism and in the othér sacraments of the church, have mercy on me! 
Oh! God infinite in all thy perfections be all in all, and all in me, now 
and forever! Glory beto the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Ghost! As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forever 
and ever, world without end. Amen. 
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THE CONVENT OF THE VISITATION, GEORGETOWN. D. 0 


“Sor 


In Sketches of Public Characters Drawn From the Living and the Dead 
by Ignatius Loyola Robertson, [Samuel L. Knapp,] published in 1830, he 
thus speaks of The Convent of Visitation, Georgetown, D. C. 

The Convent of Visitation is an object of deep interest to all who take 
a part in what may be emphatically called the glory of this country—its ed- 
ucation, Seminaries for boys are sufficiently numerous in most parts of the 
country; the people have now to refine and exalt their character, not add 
to their numbers; but well regnlated female schools are yet much wanted. 
This Convent was established more than thirty years ago, by Archbishop 
Neale, a most worthy Prelate, and upon a most improved plan, with the 
piety and zeal of the order of which it isa part. There is infused into the 
constitutition of it some of the most liberal principles of the age. The su- 
perior is elected by the sisterhood every three years, and is ineligible for 
more than two termsin succession. Thus the “elective franchise in this 
country, in its most republican form, has found its way into *“‘The Con- 
vent’s Shade.”’ 

The number of Sisters, or nuns, is about fifty; and they are all devoted 
to religious duties and to the education of females. The younger Sisters 
are set to keep an eleemosynary school, and do much good by diffusing 
correct principles and information among the poor; but the most ‘valuable 
part of the establishment is the boarding school for young ladies. This is 
in a most flourishing condition. The Sisters themselves are highly educa- 
ted, in every branch of science, and in ai] the current and fashionable liter- 
ature of the age, as well as the profound ethics andthe sublime doctrines 
of the Christian religion. In this institution the great evil of most schools 
is avoided; their evil is to make one person teach many branches, and of 
course no one can be profound in all. Here, each sister selects her depart- 
ment, and never walks out of it; six or seven, therefore, are united as in- 
structors in the same branch, and the indisposition of one or two does not 
interfere with the course of instruction in any branch. 

The languages are taught here with great accuracy, and with a pure, 
lady-like, and natural accent, the charm of polished society. The system 
of education here, extends to the minute duties of housewifery, and the 
pupils graduate with a thorough acquaintance with the science of the 
kitchen and mysteries of the culinary art, without which no woman can be 
said to be all-accomplished. 

The system of government in this school isadmirably strict, not severe; 
decided, not imperative. There is no‘espoinage; no making use of oue to 
find out the faults of another; but itheir care and watchfulness are so iss- 
terly and maternal, that the pupil is naturally moulded, not drilled, to good 
manners. Discipline is constantly going on even in those hours of relaxa- 
tion in which girls left to themselves often acquire an awkwardness of 
manners that cleave tothem forthe whole course of their lives. Such schools 
are rare. The Ursulines have just opened one on the same plan, near Bos- 
ton, which is flourishing under a most accomplished superior. 

If this age has anything to boast of over those that are gone by, it is in 
the difference of education, and the facilities it has invented to give a gen- 
teel education to female youths, without endangerixg the healtb, or dimin- 
ishing the grace and beauty of their persons. 
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PETITION TO THE LEGISLATUBE OF PENNSYLVANIA TO PROHIBIT 
CHARTERS TO OHUROHES NOT HAVING LAY TRUSTEES, DE- 
BARRING BISHOPS FROM APPOINTING OTHERTHAN LAY 
TRUSTEES AND THE OLEKGY FROM RECEIVING LEGAOIES. 





To THE HONORABLE THE MEMBERS OF THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 


IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY MET. 





From the Archives ofthe Riggs Library, Georgetown College. J,G. Shea collec 
tion autographs. Case 4. 


The Petition of the undersigned citizens of Pennsylvania respectfully 
showeth : 

That, a canon or law has been passed by an assemblage of Catholic 
Bishops, held some time since in Baltimore, forbidding the laity from 
holding, or interfering in church property, and asserting that they, the 
bishops, only had the right to hold and manage such property. In conse- 
quence of this they have endeavored to break up ail the corporations of sach 
churches as elected their trustees, by every means in their power, and when 
not successful have closed the churches or taken away their pastors, so as 
to leave them without religious instruction; and this more particularly 
among the German Catholics, almost all of their churches, and the estates 
belonging tothem, have either thus passed intu the hands of the bishop, 
or been shut and the congregations deprived of pastors. 

It is against such tyranical and uncbristian acts, so repugnant to our 
republican institutions, that your petitioners humbly solicit your Hon- 
orable body to grant them such legislative aid as in your wisdom you may 
deem proper, 

Your petitioners would respectfully represent that it isnot a part of 
the doctrine of the Catholic church, that all churches, and estates belong- 
ing thereto, should be held by bishops alone, or where there are any trus- 
tees, that such trustees should be appointed by the bishops. This is not the 
doctrine, or practice in any Catholic country, and would be tolerated by 
the government of no Catholic country. It is merely an arbitrary assump- 
tion, by the present bishops. The pious and learned Catholic bishops, their 
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predecessors who were nearly all either American, or French, never taught 
such doctrine, but respected the corpurate rights of churches, and did not 
forbid church property being held by Jay trustees elected by the different 
congregations of such churches, It was only when a particuiar class of 
bishops succeeded to them, that such doctrines were broached. As well! 
might the councils of the city of Baltimore pass an ordinance asserting its 
rights to all the houses in said city, and maintain that such was the laws 
of Maryland. ‘To assert that a provincial council of Bishops have the right 
to change the mode tenure of church property, even in their own province, 
and that such was a part of the canon law of the Catholic church, would 
be the same as if the councils of the city of Philadelphia were by an ordi- 
nance to change the mode of tenure of property in Philadelphie and main- 
tain that this formed a part of the code of laws of Pennsylvania. Few 
bishops and priests know any thing more about the canon law than the lai- 
ty do. The} ponderous volumes of the décretals and canon law are the 
objects of study of a class of lawyers either clergymen, or laymen, whe 
practice in the ecclesiastical courts of Catholic countries. Such doctrines 
are too monstrous and arbitrary to be at all tolerated; thus tu place the 
legacies and donations of our forefathers, the monuments over their graves, 
at the arbitrary will and pleasure of one man, and he often not a citizen cf 
the United States; or to have forced on congregations against their will! 
monks, or jesuits inimical to our republican institutions. And these monks 
sometimes desecrate the pulpit by preaching the divine right of kings, and 
that the people have no right to govern themselves; this more particularly 
among the German Catholics, who in this country are to a man republicans. 

Your petitioners would further respectfully represent, that the Catho- 
lic clergy, consist of two very distinct classes, namely the secular and reg- 
ular. The secular clergy are those, who only take the vow of celibacy 
(and thisis only an ancient chnrch regulation and one that the church 
has the power to alter). In all other respects, doctrine excepted, they are 
like the clergy of other denominations, more particularly the church of 
England, 

They are the most enlightened and liberal clergy of the Catholic church, 
and in this country more particularly those whe have been educated in it, 
are republican and attached to our republican form of government. The 


regular clergy, under whic’ head is included all priests, who belong to any 
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monastic order, or the order of the jesuits, take the three vows of chastity, 
poverty and blind obedience. These regular clergy or monks and jesuits 
are nearly all opposed to free institutions and republican governments, and 
are contracted and illiberal, the natural result of their monastic educat.on. 
Their monastic doctrines, particularly that of blind obedience, which they 
lose no opportunity to inculcate, entirely disqualifies them from taking 
pastoral charge of the Catholic congregations of the United States, or of 
teaching the doctrines of the Catholic religion to freemen. While secular 
priests or clergy are those alone adapted to the United States. In France, 
and a great part of Germany, they alone have charge of congregations to 
the exclusion of monks and jesuits. Formerly the Catholic priests in tbe 
United States were almost all secular, but the present bishops seem to dis- 
courage them, and give the preference to monks and jesuits. A great part 
of the monks and Jesuits have of late years come from foreign countries 
and are under foreign influences. Some of them, particularly the redemp- 
torists, a German, or more properly an Austrian order of monks, somewhat 
like the jesuits, not only oppose our republican forms of government, but 
even our public schools, and do not allow the mem bers of their churches to 
send their children to such schools, and under religious penalties and the 
denial of religious rites force the weak minded to take their children from 
the public schools, and send them to their own, This order of the redemp- 
torist is endeavoring to extend its influence among the German Uatholic 
population as much as possible, and seeks to acquire property and posses- 
sions by every meansinits power, and by every influenceit can make 
use of, 

Your petitioners respectfully request, that your Honorable body would 
charter no church, but such in which the temporalities of the church are 
intrusted to and managed by trustees elected by the pewholders, or con- 
tributing members thereof and also to forbid thecourts chartering the same 
without such provisions, and that in such churches in which the lay trustees 
are appointed by the bishops, priests, or any of the jesuits, or monastic or- 
ders, that such appointing power be taken from them and placed in the 
hands of lay trustees elected by the pewholders, or contributing members. 


That no bishops, priests, monastic orders or jesuits should be allowed to re- 
ceive legacies or donations for religious or charitable or charitable pur- 
poses, but that such legacies or donations, should be left to such churches 
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only, that have lay trustees elected by the pewholders, or contributing mem- 
bers, with such salutary restraints as in your wisdom you may deem proper 
to prevent the accumulation of property. 

That laws be also made, to limit and restrain the acquis.tion of property 
or estates of any kind by the jesuits or monastic orders, whether the same 
be held corporatively by such munastic orders, or by laymen or clergymen 
in trust for them. Your Honorable body is also requested to restrain by 
law the lay trustees of church property, from selling or in any way making 
over such: property to bishops. priests monastic orders, or jesuits. Such 
laws will restrain the bishops, monastic orders or jesuits from the persuit 
of wealth and power, in which they are at present so ardently intent, and 
induce them to attend more to their christian duties and the spiritual wel- 
fare of their flocks, such Jaws would be the only protection of the Catholic 
laity of this country ayainst ecclesiastical tyranny, which they are now 
made to feel soheavily. The Catholic laity of this country have less re- 
ligious liberty, and are religiously more oppressed, than in any Catholic 
eountry in the world, and this by bishops and clergymen or rather monks, 
who are born in foreign countries and often not citizens of the United 
States. 

Formerly a great portion of the bishops were American, now there is 
scarcely any if indeed one among them. In Catholic countries the clergy 
are restrained within proper limits by the government, and in such coun- 
tries they dare not act as here. In passing such laws your Honorable body 
need be under no apprehension of injuring the liberty of conscience of Cath- 
olics, or preventing them from the free exercise of their religicn. In the 
many and violent contests about temporalities of the clergy with the laity 
or government, or of the popes with Catholic governments though anathe- 
mas, church censures, and all other means have beew resorted to, yet has it 
never been asserted that possession of church property by bishop or other 
clergy wasa matter of faith; temporalities have nothing to do with the 
faith or belief of Catholics. If the present bishops and clergy of the United 
States assert that the possession and control of churches, graveyards and 
other property belonging to churches, is an article of iaith, they have sepa- 
ted from the great body of the Catholic church and formed a new religion. 

Monastic orders are not an essential part of the Uatholic church, but 
only a contingency, or excrescence. They have been repeatedly suppressed 
both by ecclesiastical and civil authority, and their possessions taken from 
them, or bounds set to them. Even order of jesuits was suppressed by the 
pope about a hundred years ago, and only revived within the last forty or 
fifty years. 

And as in duty bound your petitioners ever pray, &c. 
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AROHBISHOP OARROLLON ANTI-OATHOLIO NEWSPAPER ATTAOKS. 








From the Archives of the Riggs Library, Georgetown College, W. Washington, D. C. 
Shea Collection of Autographs. 

The annexed letter is copied from the original believed to have been writ- 
ten by Archbishop Carroll to the paper addressed published at Carlisle, Pa. 

To THE EpiTor oF THE CARLISLE WEEKLY : — 

Living at a great distance I have seldom an opportunity of reading 
your paper but I chanced this day to meet with that of aug. 5th, in which 
you communicate to the public your idea ofa free press, and inform them 
of the rules by which you propose to conduct it. Every one who regards 
the peace of society must appreve your determination, but should not your 
rules extend farther than to theprotection of individuals ? Should a public 
paper, supported by public patronage and destined for the purpose of polit- 
ical information become the vehicle of abuse against any religious society, 
living under the protection of our common constitution and laws? Should 
this Society, through the medium of the Gazette of Carlisle, be devoted to 
the execration of their fellow Christians? While with a praiseworthy 
spirit of Independence and philanthropy, yon refuse to prostitute your press 
to the injury of a single individua); and should you not have 1efused to 
print in the very same paper, extracts from a work of the most rancorous 
fanaticism, the only purpose of which can be to raise up hostile hatred and 
violent animosities against a numerous body of Christians as dutiful to the 
Jaws and inoffensive to their fellow citizens as any in the United States. 
Who Bickeno was, or who the R. Rob. Davidson, D. D. is, I know not; 
but I want no other evidence than the extracts in your Guzette, to be con- 
vinced of the wild and ignorant fanaticism of the former. As to the Dr. 
of Divinity, Iam tempted ever in this serious subj-ct to smile at his the- 
ological acquirements, who can submit to employ his leisure in eptomizing 
such a miserable production Bickeno’s, and give a new dressto the tale 
revived, the lie so oft o’erthrown.’’ I can hardly think him serious. 

But to return to yourself, Mr. Editor, after having disseminated 


seeds of violent hatred against Roman Catholics, as forming the very 
kingdom of antichrist; couJd you, in justice refuse them the rigbts of 


defence, and even of retaliation against their adversaries if they insisted on 
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it? If they were to offer for publication writings tending to prove that 
Luther and Calvin, and Henry the 8th, and Archbishop Cranmer, and John 
Knox began and spread the reign of the antichrist, and that their followers 
support it until this day, and sharein their guilt ; (and I assure you that 
this may be done with much better arguments, than those of the Duum- 
virs, Bickeno and his epitomiser) would you admit those writings as fit for 
insertion in your Gazette? In my opinion, you would not ; and whatever 
you might now resolve to do, after having sent forth the predictions of 
prophet Bickens and left yourself no fair plea for rejecting a free examina- 
tion of them; {am persnaded, that you would have reprobated (?), and 
with great propriety, similar inflammatory pieces, on the Catholic side of 
the question. I expect however the insertion of this as a necessary animad- 
version on the author, or authors of those injurious extracts given in your 
paper; and shall estimate your fair dealing and impartiality by your readi- 
ness in complying with a reasonable and just request. 
Aug, 11, 1795. CATHOLICUS. 





BISHOP FLAGET ON THE DISSENSIONS AT VINOENNES, INDIANA, 1825 


From the Archives of the Riggs Library, Georgetown, College, West Washington, D. 
C. Collection of J.G. Shea, Autographs. Case 2. 

January, 18th 1825. 
My DEAR Mr BaDOLEtT,— 

As you are better acquainted with the people of Vincennes than Mr. 
Tabbs, ] address you in particular,though I wish that both of you should b 
informed of my sentiments. Because my regard,may I presume to say, my 
affection for you both is the same and proceeds from the bottom of my heart. 
Accept, if you please, my warmest thanks for your polite and delicate pro- 
ceedings towards me, and the high esteem you entertain of my character, 
Indeed two or three letters of the sawse kind, and from such men as you 
and Mr. Tabbs would be enough to make me giddy with vapours of pride. 
Therefore, be 80 good, as to spare me another time, and remember that the 
sanctity of a bishop as an immediate representative o! our Saviour upon 
earth, is of such nature that I am afraid, I will never attain it; yet I am 
determined to work at it with the utmost efforts to the very last breath of 
my life. 
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Now I come to the unfortunate affair that hes been brought to your 
tribanal and Ido it witha broken heart, a trial indeed which my dear 


children of Vincennes, at my age, vught to have spared me. For after the 
most serious reflections, I know not whether I can in conscience abide by 
the plan you propose me, and order in my name a new election, because, 
by the signatures of both parties sent to me, it appears that the bulk of the 
congregation is in favor of the last elections; whilst those who protest 
against them are but few in number. Besides, my dear Mr. Badolet, 
I dread a new assembly at this time on account ofa party spirit (?) that 
seems to rage throughout the whole congregation, and may terminate as in. 
Philadelphia by the most scandalous scenes and a deplorable schism. 

Dearly beloved Sir, tho’ you are not a Catholic knowing your liberality 
and integrity, I open you my distressed heart for relief, and I trust with 
the ut most confidence you will not deny it to your old acquaintance and 
friend. Not only I do not wish you should contenance a new assembly, 
but I earnestly beg of you to use all your influence and abilities to prevent 
it as extremely dangerous inthe circumstances. The shortest way, I think 
to end dispute would be that I at the head ofthe congregation should resign 
to the Legislature the charter of our incorporation, and that the manage- 
ment of church property should be restored to the bishop and Marguillers 
as it wasin my time. I am satisfied that the majority of the congregation 
would give up the charter with the greatest pleasure, because so far it has 
done no good and has been a perpetual source (?) of quarrels and dissen- 
sions. 

The Canadians of Vincennes are in general too illiterate’ to discuss 
properly any matter whatever, and once they have embraced a sentiment, 
they are too hot headed to listen to cold reason and arguments, Accord- 
ing to a principle of law, a privilege may be used or rejected at the will of 
the one in whose favour it is granted. Nowacharter of incorporation is 
certainly a privilege, then it can be nsed or refused by the privileged party 
Excuse me, if you please, for using this syllogistic method in a letter; it is 
to convey my ideas with more perspecuity. I know that some inconve- 
niences will necessarily result from the suppression of the charter, but 
great many more shallattend-its existence. [am sure of it. However. let 
it be what it will, if this essential point is not obtained, and ifa lawsuit 
is entered for maintaining the charter, you may tell Mess. Brouillet & Co 
at they are sure to gain their cause, at least with me; forI will never 
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contend with anybody, but muchless with children I have raised, 
and I[ will immediately order Mr. Champ, who, thanks be to God, is guided 
by better sentiment, than William Hogan, to withdraw from the field of 
battle and repair to Bardstown, I know that in doing so, I will please 
many people who look upon this young clergyman as an arbitrary and over- 
bearing despot. 

God knows how far these charges are correct. But what I know is 
that Mr. Champi is certainly a disinterested young man, a most sober 
one, modest with women, Zealous in fulfilling the sacred functions of his 
ministry, esteemed and even beloved by the people of his congregaticn that 
are strict in their Christian duties—For who are those who stand against 
him with so much noise and violence? Dear Mr. Badolet, it is painful to 
my heart to unfold such mysteries of iniquity, and to tell of my children 
before a magistrate ofanother persuasion. However, justice and truthcom- 
pell metocomply with this disagreeable task. Those whooppose Mr. Champ, 
orrather the bishop and the mass of the congregation,arein general nothing 
but nominal Catholics. They visit their church on Sundays, through curi- 
osity and care nothing or very little for the instructions they hear. They 
never, or very seldom appear in the tribunal of penance, and do not partake 
of the sacred body and blood of Jesus Christ. By their criminal negligence 
they cruelly turn themselves out of their own church, showing the utmost 
contempt for its spiritual blessings. These very people, my dear Mr. Bad o- 
let, wko are less Catholics than you are, because they are checked by their 
priest for their irregular conduct, for their improper discourses, for their 
laziness, for their fondness for pleasures and dissipation, not being able to 
impeach his character, wishing at the same time to hurt his feelings, and 
turn him out of the congregation if they can, pretend the greatest 
zeal for the rules and statutes of the charter, for the temporalities of the 
church; but to a reflecting man, resentment and revenge are the ground- 
works of all their steps (?) and their clamours; and they care for the glory 
of God ard the good of their church no more than I care for the dust of 
my shoes. 

Yes I repeat it their great end is to vex their priest, to get rid of him, 
and thereby indulge themselves in all their pleasures being free from his 
troublesome visits, sharp scoldings, or fatherly admonitions. Most proba- 
bly they will succeed in tbeir wretched design ; for nowadays very little re- 
gard is paid to justice and virtue; butif Iam under the necessity to 
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remove Mr. Champ, having no other priest to put in his 
place, the sisters of charity must also be removed. For these 
pious girls having renounced all the pleasures of this world, to enjoy 
the blessings of the church, will never consent to remain in a place where 
there will not be a residing priest. You must know, my dear Sir, that In- 
diana state is not an integrant part of my diocese and that which I do for 
the Catholics of vour state isan act of mere charity and generosity. But 
if they force me to abandon them they will have to abide by the consequen- 
ces, and my conscience will feel no remorses for their sad situation. I must 
certainly look upon you as an intimate friend in pouring my heart and its 
sadness into your own,as I do; forgive,my dear Mr. Badolet, if I have tres- 
passed against the rules either of civility or friendship. 

My only wish is for peace and I crave your assistance in order to pro- 
cureit. I beg the same favor of Mr. Tabbs, and I remain with all the sen- 
timents of sincere esteem, lively gratitude and tender affection, 

Your Most Obedient Servant and Friend, 
BENEDICT JH. BISHOP OF BARDSTOWN. 





LETTERS OF MOTHER SETON TO REV, JOHN HIOKEY, ST, MARY'S 
OOLLEGE, BALTIMORE. 


My Blessed, Blessed Brother,—I am at the moment of parting with our 
truly dear little friend whom everyone here will sincerely regret, notwith- 
standing the little scales which no human soul it seems can be quite free 
rom. 

[ tell her all I would to my own, at such atime. William is surely one 
of the most estimable young men in the world; what a precious Diamond 
to be so covered with the cares of this world—but how can he help it—be 
you gentle and considerate to him you blessed man of God feeding on sweet 
meats every morning and rejoicing your heart with the choicest wine. 
Had his dispositions to virtue and religion been cultivated as yours have 
been he would be already your equal I believe—believe—but not sure 

Now your patience is to be tried I know by the sending back these 
books—but our Reverendissimuv says so—he said we might take what we 


wanted, the rest must be returned to you,—if you fiod Mr. Lucas fretted 
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about it my blessed friend please to take some large and small catechisms 
for us, half dozen of little Dictionaries and half dozen of the Taskandsome 
little books of Eternity such as you sent before,and put him in good humor, 
but if hedoes not mind the disappointment let all drop asI ask these 
things of my head, and that is not the common channel. 

Good little Sister Margt. is gone to takecare of the dear orphans in 
New York to let Sister Rose return to Philadelphia in the place of Sr. Fan- © 
ny who has been at Death’s door and perhaps is so still. 

Sister Jane and Sister Susan have the school and we have some new 
helpers who carry all on to my heart’s contentment with great order and 
peace. Sister Cecilla too is very sick and is coming home—our dearest 
Lord smiles on us you see—it will be a true act of love to Himif you would 
write Sister Rose, and tell her it is by my request, the good things you ssy 
of Chariesin your letter to the Mount. Weare allrejoicing at A Elders 
last step, you may be sure we were told from the altar to unite our commu- 
nions for him as well as for the still happier Mr. X. and C. 

I am so much better—cannot die one way it seems, so I try to die the 
other, and keep the straight path to God alone. The little daily lesson to 
keep soberly and quietly in his presence, trying to turn every little action 
on his will, and to praise and love through cloud and sunshine, is all my 
careand study. Satan offers his battles from time to time, but our beloved 
stands behind the wall and keeps the wretch at his distance. 

So much for your mother’s little nothing part—but oh! mind your own 
so great and glorious, for whether in action or at rest you are forever his 
Priest—BLESS them bless us ALL. 

Yours, E. A. 8S. all in all. 
Mon’y, 6’6, 1819. 
Will you please to give the letter [ incd. to Mr. F. Mitchell to his son 
in yr. college. 
Send, or not I 
commit it to you. 
My BLESSED BROTHER :— 

I wrote this hard word to Wm. and now my heart fails me to send it. 
May be if you wd. give him the warning it would answer better. He dont 
see with our Faith eyes, and perhaps I may hurt his soul in trying to help 


our Sisters. Oh this sad sad world of night and illusions—Why dont you 
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and I, and all poor hearts that see things in God, die with gratitude for 
being so blessed. Ellen you will find after living in clouds of divine lighi 
goes away in darkness quite eager to escape from her torrents of grace, and 
who makes the difference, who but our God, not your merits or mine my 
Brother, I live in the midst of so many beautiful souls in the silence of 
daily tears and inexpressible sorrows to see how faint is the light even of 
the most luminous, and when I am tempted to depart from my humble pa- 
tience and waiting for his own moments in others souls [ find my own only 
grows darker and more perplexed. Happy happy you blessed J. H. who 
have an authority to push others on—yet REMEMBER, your old mother 
begs you, that the whole spirit your divine model was in his ‘‘learn of me 
I am meek and humble of heart.”’ 

Would I dare remind you who know it so well, only for this case of 
Wm: and Ellen whom you can only serve by drawing their love and vener- 
ation, and being their elder brother they might deviate a little almost with- 
out thinking of it. I never had a heavier heart for a child that left us than 
for Ellen, but who knows how it may turn to the greater glory of our only 


beloved. Do. do pray for yr. motherin him. I try to hide I am sick, but 
it is pushing times. Sr. Margt. sent tothe N. York establishment, Sr. 


Fanny dying—only our God unchangeable,glory, glory tohim forever, Will 
you give these to our dear ch). when you see them in ch, 
My BLESsED FRIEND AND FATHER AND MOTHER. 

We cannot now receive your good postulant Anne if she is even likea 
little angel is in the way—We cannot and must not receive pour Mothers 
or rich ones, while their children are unprovided—besides the good young 
widow could not but havea mind much distracted by these offers she has 
had which would make the little daily trials of community life very heavy 
to her—and also, more postulants have applied than could be received ’till! 
Conowago establishment takes place, if indeed our dear Lord will please to 
grant it—this is the substance of what our council said to your proposal. 

A ietter from our Elenor last week gives me every reason to think the 
dear good little Susan must be gone to our true Home, happy child what 
better could we wish for her—if the idle trick of taking off a warm garment 
to go to ball, has caused her illness; still, it isin the order of her sweet 
providence I hope to save her from the ‘‘: vil to come,’ for it does seem that 
our best young people even, have but half their senses, or rather are all sen- 
ses, with very little Faith. 
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My heart and soul this week past have been under the press of the 
Beatitude ‘Blessed are the pure of heart they shall see God!” O! my Bro. 
take these words on yours, and my Sunday dear communion I will beg our 
God to write them on it. Happy happy are you to live all for him, every 
bent of your heart’s affections, every power of your soul turned wholly to 
him, without even the mixture of the innocent sojourning awhile with your 
old Father and dear brother. How much Purer is your service where you 
are above the mist of earthly attractions. One thing I hope you are con- 
vinced of (i as a wretched sinner know it well) that wherever we meet a 
little prop of human comfort, there is always some subtraction of Divine 
comfort, and for my part I am so afaid to cause any such subtraction that 
I feel a reserve and fear in every human consolation that makes \hem more 
my pains than my pleasures, yet the liberty of children of God I hope in al! 
—lI only mean to say we should be too happy when the providence of our 
God keeps us wholly to him elf. 

Your Father and Brother here are doing what would seem far beyond 
human possibility, but. God will support and in his own time give them 
help no doubt. You are remembered and loved here too much to make it 
a safe place for you unless you are sent by God himself without the least 
agency of your own, and even then I fear my Brother would grow lean. 
Pray for us and pray for yr. own poor Mother. 

Emmitsburgh, Feb, 28th. 

My Brorar. Your letter came safe—the one of poor Mrs, French, alas 
l knew, yet [ must believe we see the worst and sumething will come out 
in her favor or excuse ad ad * * I do not like your other let- 
ter, uor some things you wrote Ellen lately. You and 1 speak ali for eter- 
nity, but take an advice from your old mother. I ama hundred to your 
thirty in experience, that cruel friend of our earthly journey. When you 
ask too much at first you often gain nothing at last—and jf the heart is lost 
all is lost. If you use such language to your family they cannot love you 


since they have not our microscope to see things as they a.e. Your austere 
hard language was not understood by Ellen, who, dear soul, considers 
your letters as mere curiosties. She loves and venerates you but do not 
push her away. As to your simple word ‘‘Barber,’’ &c. for whic!. 1 respect 


and love you tenfold, she could see but unfeeling reproach, and perhaps 
some disregard of the dear command of our God. 
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Gently, gently my Father in God and Son in heart. Do you drive soin 
the tribunal? I hope not. The faults of young people, especially such faults 
as Elenor’s must be moved by prayers and tears because they are constitu- 
tional and cannot he frightened ovt. I have said much harder things to 
ber than you do, but turning the tune in her own heart and not on her poor 
jear family, quite as respectable even as to the point you press on so val- 
liantly as half our Legislature, Senate &c. How can you in such a country 
as ours dwellon such a motive of humility—a much stronger oneI think 
isin the little secret I will carry to the grave. 

I once told you, how I wished to do as you have done, and I will tell 
you in return, that all the illuston and spider web of earthly weaving is 
broken, and nothing now more bright and steady than the Divine Lamp he 
feeds and trims himself, because as I suppose I staid in obedience. Ob this 
Master and Father we serve, you in your glorious embassy, I in my little 
errand! how can we be happy enough in his service. Do not be rough 
with William as with Elenor—be his friend, his Father—then when warm 
in his heart and your power secure, use it with the sweet spirit of our tender 
compassionate Saviour. All goes on here as usual. Ellen is in retreat with 
our first communion for St. Joseph’s day. 

Pray for one who remembers you always. All your concerns mine, our 
dear Saviour and God. You know in E, A. S- 

Do in compassion send your little mother some -beads and Agnus Dei. 

Emmitsburgh, March 29th. [1818 or 1819.] 

How truly mortified is your blessed Reverence this 1820 to write your 


poor old Valley mother three lines in a whole sheet of paper. Some pol- 
ities of eternity I suppose. So with all due respect I will say also as little 


as possible, 

I wrote Mr. Mallard as he directed me every particular he mentioned 
in his letter and sent it also ashe also directed to Mr. Joseph Simms, 
Philadelphia. 


Our terms 125 Drs. pr. year and the extra charge of 10 Drs. for French 
and 44 for music and the use of plain dark clothing is I believe the ciief 
information that can be offered on the subject, As you know our hoase is 
very simple in its pretensions. We never had such a set of good and happy 
children asnow. Xmas communions [think rejoiced the angels. But we 
have only 30 communion children. Our school feelsthe dearth of the times 
His only will. 


Yr—poor little bad devoted Mother, E. A. S. 
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My FATHER, BROTHER, FRIEND: 

We see when our Lord wills a thing how quick itcomes about, the good 
Eve hardly said the word but she was admitted, while anotber might apply 
for half a year without success. Our Superior isso taken with her cousin 
Caty Dello, that her recommendation obtained his quick assent ; and forme 
I had well marked the hand writing in which her application was made. 
Your letters and scapulars came safe. Poor good, dying Sr. Jane was 
present and I let her share the kiss of peace, which she did with starting 
tears feeling so well her condition to be hopeless in the senseless 
language of this world. Oh my father friend cd. I hear my last stage of 
cough and feel my last stage of pain in the tearing away my prison walls 
how wd. I bear my joy, thought of going home called and by his will, what 
a transport. But they say dont you fear to die, such asinner must fear; 
but 1 fear much more to live and know as I do that every evening examine 
finds my account but lengthened and enlarged—I dont fear Death half as 
much as my hateful vile self. Remember poor good Jane—I cannot teli 
you now about accts. or money, she 1s too sick. You shall know my Father 
Friend another time; itis very long since I heard from Elenor and or Wm. 

You pray I hope for my poor very poor dear boys. My teurs for them 
smart more and more day and night. Supr. will bring this—Yr. Br. is do 
ing a great deal, we have broken our old bonds; I seldom speak to him but 
in the tribunal—what a lofty grace for this low earth, but it is to be nearer 
in heavenI hope. Peace. The child who may give you this, Laura Scrib- 
ner is a pure angel in human form--love God and we wish to love him— 
but goes away to a city, and with Protestant friends, Alas! but our God 
is all-Do, do remember me before him. 

Yr. &. &, &. 
B. V. M. 2d July, 
Our Mother. 4 July, 1820, 
My BLEssED FRIEND AND FATHER AND DEAR BROTHER: 

Our Sister Jane is gone to pray for us I hope but [ know you will pray 
for her. She was not, and surely will much less now be unmindful of your 
dearest interests. ‘‘My God and my all’’ her last words in the last agony 
—so she diedin our family you see, for will youor I my brothers have any 
other motto ? 

Eve is a truly good soul desires your prayers, and begs you to indulge 
her by letting her hear from her people, whom she wishes again to know 
that she is well aud happy. Dv write her afew lines, and please to bless 


your poor old friend and Mother in Xt. 
E. A. SEATON. 


Pray remind blessed Mr. Deloel of our Jane at the altar, with my devo- 
ed respects. 
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HISTORICAL NOTES. 


The famous old estate at South Yonk- 
ers, near New York city, known as Val- 
entine Hill. has been purchased by Arch- 
bishop Corrigan as a site for a seminary. 
The estate includes sixty acres, and was 
sold for $70,500. It has been in the 
hands of the Vulentine family since 
1687,when the ancestor of the Valentines 
in this country took possession of it un- 
der a leasehold. It was purchased out- 
right by Thomas Valentine, great-grand 
father of the present occupant, after the 
Revolution. The old homestead contains 
materials thst were used in the original) 
honse built in 1687. The Hill was an 
important place during the Revolution, 
and was held much of the time by one or 
the other of the contending forces.— 
Washington had his headquarters there 
for some time, and vhe British command- 
er followed him there after the Battle of 
White Plains and remained for some 
time. Ground forthe seminary build- 
ings will be broken in ashort time. The 
main building,which will be erected first 
will be of stone, 500 feet long by 200 
deep, with accommodations for 1000 
students. Lt will stand upon the plateau' 
329 feet above the tidewater, with an) 
outlook in all directions, over the Hud-| 
son on the west and across the sound to| 
Long Island on the east.— Notre Dame! 
Scholastic, January 11. 1890. 


‘*“Here isa page from the history of 
the Massachusetts legislative session of 
1849, House of Representatives :— 

“The majority of the Committee on 
Education reported ‘leave to withdraw’ 
on the petition of J. B. Fitzpatrick and 
others, f 'r an act to incorporate the Col. 
lege of the Holy Cross with such powers 
as are usually conferred on such institu- 
tions. The minority reported a bill not 
in full conformity with the position, 
but granting them merely the power to 
hold property and do business under a 
corporate seal. When thequestion arose 
in the House on the acceptance of the 
majority report, Mr. Upham, of Salen, 
moved to amend the report by striking 
out the recommendation of the commit- 
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minority. The question arose on this 
amendment, which resulted in its rejec- 
tion; the vote standing—yeas, 84; nays, 
117 ; after which the report of the com- 
mitte was accepted without count, and 
the petitioners had leave to withdraw.” 
Boston Atlas of April 28, 1849. 


The corner stone of the Catholic 
church at Lebanon wiil be laid on July 
23d next, with the usual ceremonies of 
the church. J. W. BESCHTER, 
Pastor of R. C,Churches of Lancaster, 
Lebanon, ete.’ 
we Lancaster Journal for June 30, 

Morse & Parishs History of New 
England [1809] p 335, says The people of 
New England are Protestant Christians, 
excepting a few Jews who have a Syna- 
gogue in Newport, and a small society 
of Roman Catholics in Boston.” 


Rev. Chas. Chauncey delivered a ser- 
mon at Boston, August 17,1762, at the 
ordination of Rev. Joseph Bowman to 
the work of the Gospel Ministry among 
the Mohawk Indians on the Western 
borders of New England. He dedicated 
it when printed, to the Marquis o: Loth- 
ian another member of of the soviety in 
Scotland for propagating Christian 
Knowledge, and saying ‘‘we remember 
with regret that your attempt, some 
years ago, to Christianize the Indians 
on the Eastern borders of this provirce 
was not prospered according to your pi- 
ous wishes. Your missionaries then 
went to Indians who had been strongly 
prepossessed in favor of theidolatries and 
superstitions of Rome, They have now 
gone to Indian nations who have not 
been under management by Popish 
priests. ”’ 


*“‘The Centenary Memorial of the 
Planting and Growth of Presbyterianism 
in Western Pennsylvania and parts ad- 


jacent.’? Pittsburgh 1876 says of the Que- 


bec Act (page 341) ‘‘Its terrors to many 
of the colonists, especially to our New 
England friends, consisted in its spread 
and toleration of the Roman Catholic 





tee and inserting the bill reported by the 


religion.” 
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Tee History of Illinois and Beubineal 
under Frencn Rule by Jos. Wallace, page 
398 says of the Quebec Act. ‘‘This Act 
was intended not only to conciliate the 
French inhabitants of Canada and to 
fiaally attach them tothe English crown 
but to counteract the rising opposition 
to the home Government ia the Ameri- 
can colonies on the Atlantic seaboard. 
The measure was a master stroke of pol- 
icy on the part of the British miuistry 
since it allayed disaffection and tended 
to prevent the revolt of the Canadians 
provinces in the war of the Revolution.” 


In the New England Magazinefor 1834 
vol. VII page 378, is ‘*‘Jonathan Jolter’s 
Journal.” 

Jonathan was a Vermonter who came 
to Boston, who was shown to his great 
amazement an engine and a train of cars 
—a balloon and a steamboat. All moved 
by steam. He concludesthus: 


‘In Charlestown we stopped for the 
night to repose, 

But scarcely had come to fall into a doze, 

Ere all were aroused by most horrible 
oells, 

And rattling of engines and ringing of 
be 


We ran out half naked, the cause to 
inquire, 

—— saw a beautiful building on 

re, 

And women and girls in a terrible taking 

Theirretreat from amobof infernals were 
making. 

Now say! ’tis high time this strange 
region to quit; 

This steam must arise from the bottom- 
less pit. 

Give me peace and quiet among the 
green mountains, 

Beneath shady groves, and beside the 
pure fountains; 

No more will I lavish in traveling ex- 


penses 
Hereabouts till the peovle recover their 
senses, 


The Home Missionary and American 
Pastor’s Journal, vol. 11 for 1830, page 
I88 in “General. Remarks on the West. 
a says in speaking of Ken- 
tucky: 








HISTORICAL NOTES, 


INFLUENCE OF CATHOLICS, 


The hundreds of thousands above 
named are led away with “iverse errors ; 
and infidelity, in itsboldest forms, is em- 
braced by not a few in that state, while 
the Roman Catholics have there the 
seat of a diocese extending over the 
states ot Kentucky, Tennessee, Indiana, 
and Illinois, which, according to their 
own account, in the early part of 1829, 
contained 30,00U Catholics, possessing a 
Dominican convent, two nunneries, and 
30 churches. How manyof thesecLurch- 
es are ir Kentucky, or what. is the pres- 


ent number of their priests, we are not 
able to state; but from the flourishing 
condition of their college at Bardstown, 
of several other schools oflearning, both 


male and female, we are doubtless justi. 


fied in the conclusion, that their influ- 
ence 1s somewhat formidable in that 
state. 
count above reterred to, taken from one 
of their own publications, 


The following is from the ac- 


** Infidels, 
and the Protestants of all denominations 
who inhabit the countiy, are ne.ther 
alarmed, nor stirred up to opposition.”’ 
Again ; ‘Since the holy Catholic relig- 
ion has exhibited herself in Kentucky 
with a ceitain splendvur—since schools 
for girls and boys, into which all sects 


are admitted, have been muitiplied, our 
many cburches built, and our doctrines 
clearly and solidly explained in them on 
Sundays and festivals, the most happy 
irevolution is effected in her favour. 
Now the conversions are numerous.”’ 


Surely there ismuch ground of ‘alarm’ 


in the above statements, and a powerful 
motive to ‘‘stir up’’ to action all those 
Protestants who value the liberty where- 
with Christ hath made them free. 
that knows any thing of the past history 
of th: Papal dynasty, and how she has 
held in cruel bondage the minds and 
consciences of men, in some of the fair- 
est portions of the world, willdoubt that, 
with her splendid and spacious forms, 
her indulgent permissions, under easy 
penances, she is peculiarlysuited to gain 
amost rapid and enslaving influence 
over large sections of Kentucky, and of 
the other western states, where there 
are few to preach the gospel, a-d few to 
contend for tbe faith once delivered to 
the saints? 


Who 








